Starting to look at secondary schools? We give you the
lowdown on what to do.

Choosing a secondary school is one of the most
important decisions you are going to make because

it’s likely to have a huge impact on your child’s future,
way beyond the school gates. There’s some essential
‘homework’ to be done before you make that all
important choice and you must make sure you know the
deadlines for applying via your local authority.

For some, it won’t be an issue, as catchment area

rules determine your first or other choices, decided by
postcode or feeder school. However, for those of you
who can choose, the task can seem a daunting one. To
help you through the process, follow our tips for some
forward planning and get the most out of a school open
day.

Make a Shortlist of Schools

Firstly, make a shortlist of the schools that your child could
attend by looking at nearby local authority’s websites or visit
www.education.gov.uk. Make sure you check their admission
rules carefully to ensure your child is eligible for a place. You
also need to be happy that your child can travel to school
easily and that siblings, if relevant, could go to the same
school. After that, it’s time to take a look at the facts and
figures to make a comparison on paper.

Do Your Homework

It will help if you do some online research of your own. All
schools have to have a website. Among other things, this
has to include details of the curriculum, admission criteria,
behaviour policy, special educational needs policy, disability
policy, links to Ofsted reports, links to performance data, the
school’s latest key stage attainment and progress measures.
But the other things on the website may be at least as
important. Does the school feel an exciting place to be? Yes
schools can be exciting; maybe they’ve changed a bit since
our time. Is there a regular newsletter and is there lots going
on? Does whoever writes the website sound enthusiastic
about the school? If theyre not, you may not be either.

Head to the Open Day

Once you're satisfied with your shortlist and you’ve done your
homework, it's time to do the most important thing of all and
visit the schools. Nothing beats going to see the school for
yourself, so get the most out of your visit with our tips and
ideas.

The grand tour

Most open days will feature a pupil-led tour. Ask lots of
questions and you'll hear all sorts of interesting things from
your friendly guide that don’t feature in the prospectus.

Follow us on Twitter - @PT_LondonSandE

Talk to as many pupils and parents as you can manage on
the tour for maximum feedback. Don't forget to take in the
atmosphere and environment of the school, to get a feel for
whether your child would be happy in these surroundings.

Students in action

As you're on the school tour, observe the children in school, as
they will often be a great indicator of a school’s ethos. You'll
get to see how children treat each other and how they interact
within the classroom and corridors. Are they happy? Do they
seem confident and animated? Are teachers welcoming and
friendly, and are you getting the feeling of a warm, open
aftitude?
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The Head teacher’s talk

Don’t miss out on the Head teacher’s talk, usually given at
specified times on open days/evenings. You'll find out what
priorities and emphasis the Head gives to various aspects of
their school, and will be able to see if these aspirations match
your family’s own. The Head should come across as genuine,
inspiring and bursting with pride for both school and pupils, as
well as being very clear about the school’s achievements and
goals.

Expectations for behaviour

Make sure you query the levels of discipline that are imposed,
such as the consequences for late/absent work, unruly
behaviour and the uniform code. Feel free to raise serious
disciplinary matters such as bullying and how it is handled.
The responses should give you a good indication of what is
tolerated at the school.

Equal opportunities for all

School should bring out the best in every child. If yours
requires additional help in any areas of learning, ask about
the support available to enable them to reach their potential.
Query how students are monitored to ensure their learning
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stays on track and they don't ‘slip under
the radar’ and fall behind their peers.
Ask about communication systems

that are in place to ensure teachers
and parents can work together to be a
constant support to your child.

Life outside the classroom
Essential learning doesn’t just

happen in the classroom. Look out

for interesting extra-curricular activity
posters on the noticeboards. If your
child likes sports but isn't an “A’

team candidate, will they still get to
participate? If there are after school
clubs, check what they are and when
they take place.

Peace of mind

The switch to secondary school is a

big one and communication will be
key. It is important to know how to
contact staff if you have a problem or
concern. Find out how contact details
such as teacher names and emails are
provided, and whether the first point
of contact should be via telephone or
email. It'simportant fo see how easy it
is to contact school staff in case of an
emergency. Information about good
pastoral care should be plentiful as

it's an essential ingredient for a happy
school life.

It's an open day, so keep

an open mind

Remember this is about your child, not
you. Try not to be influenced by your
own educational experience as it may
not be relevant. Find out what your
child really thinks and don‘t hesitate to
take advice from trusted teachers who
you feel know your child best - you
may be surprised by what they fell you.
In the end, trust your instincts, find the
right environment for them to be happy,
then sit back and watch them flourish.

KINGSTON

GRAMMAR SCHOOL

www.kgs.org.uk
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Kingston Grammar School

Kingston Grammar School is a leading independent day school for children age 11-18 in South
West London, and one of the most successful co-educational schools in the country. The
main points of entry are at 11+, 13+ and 16+. Admission is by selection on academic merit.
For all entries there is an examination and interview. For 16+ entry, predicted GCSE grades (or
international equivalent) are also considered.

KGS has a long tradition of developing individual talent and encouraging high aspirations. The
curriculum is designed to challenge expectations and to engage students in a love of learning.

Y Students are bright and enthusiastic. Their joy in life
and spirit of curiosity makes education at the school a
real pleasure.

Inspirational teaching and a deep commitment to
pastoral care means that students grow in confidence
and understanding, and individual talents and creativity
are able to flourish. The school has a strong sporting
legacy which includes 26 appearances at the Olympic
Games and alumni such as Olympic gold medallists
James Cracknell OBE and Sophie Hosking MBE.

At KGS their aim is to ensure that all students leave with the right skills and knowledge to ensure
their lives are successful and happy. Their pastoral support is underpinned by the Ac Laetari (Be
Happy’) wellbeing programme, which encompasses PSHE education in all year groups, tutor
time activities and external speakers. KGS are rightly proud of their pastoral provision and it is
widely acknowledged to be one of the best in any school in the UK.

An IS| report stated, “The high levels of achievement derive significantly from the impact of

a culture of all-round accomplishment for all pupils that is effectively promoted by senior
leadership and governors. Pupils are determined to live up to the school motto ‘Work well and
be happy’, and in this they are conspicuously successful.”

Book your visit to KGS this autumn. They have an 11+ Information Evening on Thursday 27
September, an Open Day on Saturday 29 September and a Sixth Form Open Evening on
Monday 8 October. For more information, please visit www.kgs.org.uk.

Ernest Bevin College

Ernest Bevin College has been named the top British school for Judo following a haul of five
medals at the British Schools Judo Championships. The team from Tooting topped the medal table
beating over 400 schools with two gold, two silver and one bronze medal.

Members of the squad were rewarded for their hard work

and success over the year when they met the Duke of
Cambridge and Duke of Sussex at the opening of the new
Greenhouse Sports Centre in Central London. The boys also
had the opportunity to speak to the Princes and pose for
photos at the event attended by 300 guests and supporters
of Greenhouse Sports to mark the opening of the new state
of the art sport and community centre for young people in
London.

Ernest Bevin College is an Ofsted rated ‘Outstanding’ school

for boys aged 11-19 and the college admits both boys and girls into its large and successful Sixth
Form. Ernest Bevin specialises in teaching STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. It
was one of the first schools in the country to be awarded STEM Assured Status which recognises
the school’s links with universities and employers in providing pathways for its students in these

skills shortage areas. For information about the college, please visit www.ernestbevin.london.

“The quality of pupils’
achievements is excellent.”
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Follow us on Instagram - @primarytimesse



Burntwood School

Choosing a new school for your children can be a daunting
experience. It is important to make a careful analysis of the breadth
of curriculum on offer, whether the school has a good record with
regard to examination success and whether progression for the
youngsters to Higher Education is the norm. A substantial Sixth
Form is important, as it can offer a wider range of subjects and
more flexibility of subject choice for a young person.

A good school will also provide a wide range of sporting and
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teaching. It is important
that every child is treated

as an individual and

that the school works

in partnership with the

parents to encourage the ARG
very best from the young v
person.

At Burntwood, they

encourage young women to be articulate, thoughtful individuals
who are able to express their opinions whilst also being able to
listen to and consider the views of others. It is their view that girls
benefit greatly from a single sex education where they are free
to develop and mature without the pressures of the presence of
boys. Of course, this is not necessarily the best choice for every
young woman and Burntwood always recommend visiting a
variety of styles of schools in order to compare and contrast and
be secure that the school selected will best meet the needs of
the young person. Whatever your choice of school, at Burntwood
they wish you every success in supporting your child through
this important fransition. For more information, please visit www.
burntwoodschool.com.
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BURNTWOOD

AN ACADEMY FOR GIRLS
BURNTWOOD LANE, SW17 0AGQ. Tel: 020 8946 6201

www. burntwoodschool.com

Burntwood is an oversubscribed Academy for Girls
which proudly holds a CPD Platinum Mark,
the EQualities Award, the International School Award,
and has UNICEF Rights Respecting School Gold status.

‘Burntwood has proved itself to be one of
the best schools in the country at
securing superb GCSE outcomes for their students.’

Sve Williamson, Chief Executive of the SSAT

Follow us on Twitter - @PT_LondonSandE
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open Event

Open Evening: Tuesday 25th September 5.30-8pm

Fupil-led tours and Principal’'s speach at 6 & ¥pm

Monday 1st October
Wednesday 3rd October
Friday 5th October

Open Mornings
9-10.45am
Principal’s speach 10.15am

www.ernestbevin.london

Beechcroft Rd,

EeSTEM

YEAR 7 OPEN DAYS

- OPEN EVENING -
Wednesday 26th September 6.00pm

- OPEN MORNING -
Tuesday 9th October 8.45am

‘The best education today for the women of tomorrow’
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The Study Preparatory School,
Wimbledon

The Study Prep School for girls aged 4-11is celebrating its 125th
anniversary this year and recently opened its doors to its alumnae
at a wonderful celebration of the school. Girls from 1940 through to
the present day enjoyed the festivities.

The school has come a
long way since it was
founded in 1893 by a
governess who taught
just a few girls in the
study of a family home.
Now a highly successful
non-selective prep
school on two beautiful
sites bordering leafy
Wimbledon Common, the

school is renowned for its

creativity, nurturing ethos,

and superb academic results at 11+. No less than 39 scholarships
were offered to its Year 6 girls this year, beating last year’s all-time
record of 35. To book a visit, please call 020 8947 6969 or visit
www.thestudyprep.co.uk.

Graveney School

Graveney School are holding Open Mornings and an Open
Evening for prospective Year 7 students on Wednesday 10 October,
9.30am-12.30pm and Thursday 11 October, 9.30am-12.30pm and
5.30-8.30pm.

At the Open Mornings and Evenings there will be an opportunity to
see the school and pupils at work. The day will give students and
their parents the opportunity to view the school’s excellent facilities,
visit subject departments and discuss courses with current pupils
and staff.

ewton
PREP

‘Wewton combines knowledge of families
with great space and facilities in which
children are encouraged to be them-
selves, All the teachers understand my
children, the management [5 open to
fresh ideas and the schoal is big enaugh
to handle variety,” Current parent

our Open Day is Saturday 13th
October from 9.30am-12.30pm, but we
also run more personal Headmistress’s
Tours most Fridays during term.

www.newtonprepschool.co.uk
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Graveney School offers an excellent all
round education to boys and girls aged
11-19. With an experienced and well
qualified staff, they are able to combine high
academic standards with a wide range of
sports, musical and cultural extra-curricular
activities as well as outstanding Information
and Communication.

The school has been deemed ‘Outstanding’
by Ofsted on five occasions, most

recently in 2015. They commented, “The
quality of teaching and achievement of
pupils is outstanding. Students have an

absolute determination to succeed and be
successful.”

The school’s overall attainment score places them in the top 10% of
schools in the country. You'll find Graveney School on Welham Road,
SW17 9BU. For more information, please email info@graveney.
wandsworth.sch.uk or visit www.graveney.org.

La Retraite

La Retraite Roman Catholic

Girls’ School is an Ofsted
‘outstanding’ school for 11 to 19
year-olds, located in the heart

of Lambeth. With a vibrant
community, outstanding teaching
and excellent facilities, La
Retraite ensures students from

all faiths have full access to a
comprehensive education and a
range of extra-curricular opportunities that inspire and enable them
to reach their full potential.

La Retraite’s mission as a Catholic School is to provide the highest
possible standards of education for all students, recognising the
value and uniqueness of everyone, delivered in the context of
Gospel values and the teachings of the church. They aim to provide

The Study
Wimbledon

‘One school, two buildings, great teaching,
and tip tOp facilities.' The Good Schools Guide

The Study is a leading
prep school situated
in the heart of
Wimbledon Village.
We identify and
nurture each girl’s
unique academic,
creative and sporting
. skillsin a caring
and supportive
community.
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For further details and to book a school visit,
contact Jane Davis on 020 8947 6969
www.thestudyprep.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 271012

We welcome enquires about our scheme of assistance with fees for girls aged 7+.

Preparatory School for girls aged four to eleven

Follow us on Instagram - @primarytimesse



a safe place, where each and every student is nurtured to become
capable, independent learners and tolerant, kind, thoughtful and
responsible young people who realise that, with faith, all things are
possible.

Exam results have consistently outperformed local and national
averages, and school leavers have gone on to study at the finest
institutions, including Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard and Russell
Group universities. In 2017, at GCSE level, students made ‘Well Above
National Average’ progress and 97% of A Level students went on to
study at university.

Bursaries at King’s College School

King’s has a history of enabling bright young minds from every
background to access the school. However, enabling a move from
their state primary school to the new opportunities of an independent
education in 20 acres of space, in the heart of Wimbledon, is about
more than offering bursaries. It is about making the move right for
each child.

The school’s wish fo appeal to the 92% of pupils in state primary schools,
as well as boys in traditional prep schools, was the driving force behind
opening their lower school for Years
7 and 8 in 2016. About half their
lower school boys joined from
primary schools, and they encourage
any bright boy who would like to

go fo King's to feel that everyone

at the school will do all they can

to welcome him. Their pastoral

care is nationally famed, while the
range of drama, music, sport and
other activities is incredibly exciting,
meaning that although pupils do phenomenally well in public exams, this is
not at the expense of their wider interests or their own humanity.

With many boys gaining bursarial support at 11 and 13, and girls (and
boys) able to seek support with fees in the sixth form, it could be time
to consider King's for your child. For more information, please visit
www.kcs.org.uk.

Graveney School, Welham Road, London SW17 9BU
Email: info@graveney.wandsworth.sch.uk
Visit us at: www.graveney.org

Any visitors who may need special assistance to access our site
and buildings should phone Reception on 020 8682 7000 to
make the necessary arrangements. Graveney is in a residential
area and there is no parking on site

Follow us on Twitter - @PT_LondonSandE

R La Retraite

Roman Catholic Girls’ School

An ‘outstanding’ 11-19 state school
located in the heart of
Clapham Park.

OPEN SESSIONS

Mr Malins, Headteacher, warmly

invites you fo attend our Open
Sessions which will include a tour of
our extensive and impressive
facilities, the opportunity to speak
with members of our  Senior
Leadership Team and other key
staff, an insight info our
outstanding teaching and
learning, and information on our
unique and well-received
Scholarship Programme.

Thursday 20t September Year 7 Open Evening

Monday 24t September Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 4t & Friday 5 October Open Mornings

Tuesday 9™ October Open Mornings
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La Retraite Roman Catholic Girls’ School
{5 slaretraiteswi2
Atkins Road, Clapham Park, London, SW12 0AB

www.laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk ‘_"_j @laketralieSWi2

KING’S COLLEGE SCHOOL
WIMBLEDON

The Sunday Times London Independent Secondary School of the Year 2017/18

Open events 2018

Whole school Saturday |5" September 9.00am-12.30pm
| 6+Thursday 13" September & Thursday 4™ October 6.00pm
| [+Tuesday 9" October 6.00pm

020 8255 5300 - kesorguk
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