
WHAT IS PRIMARY TIMES? 
•  Primary Times is a free ‘what’s on, where 

to go’ magazine targeting the parents 
and teachers of primary school children 
(aged 4-11).

•  Published 7 times a year prior to each 
school holiday plus a ‘Back to School’ issue 
in September, Primary Times is distributed 
to families via their child’s school bag. 

•  Part of a national network 
of 59 regional editions 
distributing 2.7 million 
copies to primary 
schools, Primary Times 
has been tried, tested, 
and trusted since 1989.
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WHAT IS IN  
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•  A comprehensive ‘what’s on’ 
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Yorkshire & Hull 

•  Local and national information

•  Reader offers and news from the 
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SHELF
BEST FOR A GIFT BEST FOR AWESOMENESS ALL TIME FAVOURITE

SPACE BAND
By Tom Fletcher

THE SNOWMAN
By Raymond Briggs

CHARLOTTE’S 
WEB
By E.B White

Genre: Adventure, Music
Age Range: 8+
Price: £14.99 (Puffi  n)

An intergalactic tale of celebrating 
diff erence, believing in yourself, and the 
power of friendship. SPACE BAND is the 
new out-of-this-world adventure from 
bestselling author and star of McFly, Tom 
Fletcher. A music album was released 
alongside it, with lyrics from the songs 
included throughout the story.  

Genre: Fiction, Classic
Age Range: 3+
Price: £7.99 (Puffi  n)

This edition, inspired by the classic tale 
from much-loved late national treasure 
Raymond Briggs, features stunningly 
rendered refreshed artwork based on the 
1982 fi lm, alongside a beautifully wriּמ en 
story. A liּמ le boy builds a Snowman. Later 
that night, under the gliּמ ering stars, the 
Snowman comes to life!

Genre: Fiction, Classic
Age Range: 7+
Price: £12.99 (Puffi  n)

Celebrating the 70th anniversary of 
one of the best-loved stories of all time, 
this is the latest addition to the Puffi  n 
Clothbound Classics series. The story of a 
liּמ le girl named Fern who loved her pet 
pig Wilbur, and of Wilbur’s dear friend, 
Charloּמ e. This stunning hardback edition 
is certainly one for the collection. 

Check out the Primary Times Winter shortlist of great books for young minds 
SHELF

Check out the Primary Times Winter shortlist of great books for young minds 
SHELFBOOK  

BEST FOR A PAGE-TURNER BEST FOR FRIENDSHIP SMART THINKING

PROJECT FAIRY
By Jaqueline Wilson
Illustrated by Rachael 
Dean

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK?
By Maּמ hew Syed

THE MINISTRY 
OF UNLADYLIKE 
ACTIVITY
By Robin Stevens

Genre: Family, Friendship
Age Range: 7+
Price: £12.99 (Puffi  n)

A brand new, captivating story from 
the bestselling author. When Mab’s 
Teacher gives her a book all about 
Victorian fairies, she’s surprised to see 
the drawings inside are nothing like 
the sweet fairies she imagined. But the 
biggest surprise of all, is a tiny thing that 
tumbles out of the pages of the book...  

Genre: Inspiring, Motivational
Age Range: 8+
Price: £9.99 (Hacheּמ e)

The new children’s book from award-
winning and bestselling author, two-time 
Olympian and the go-to voice on smart 
thinking and growth mindset for kids. 
Maּמ hew Syed’s book helps young readers 
discover how debates and disagreements 
can give them new ideas, stronger 
friendships, and help change the world.

Genre: Fiction, Mystery
Age Range: 8+
Price: £12.99 (Puffi  n)

1940. Britain is at war, and a secret arm 
of the British Government called The 
Ministry of Unladylike Activity is training 
up spies. Enter May Wong: courageous, 
stubborn, and desperate to help end the 
war so that she can go home to Hong 
Kong. May knows that she would make 
the perfect spy...

BEST FOR LEARNING BEST FOR HEALTH YOUNGER READERS

HAPPY FROM 
HEAD TO TOE
By Fearne Coּמ on

STORIES OF 
PEACE AND 
KINDNESS
By Elizabeth Laird
Illustrated by Mehrdokht 
Amini

STAY CURIOUS 
AND KEEP 
EXPLORING
By Emily Calandrelli

Genre: Health, Wellbeing
Age Range: 8+
Price: £9.99 (Puffi  n)

A unique concept that takes children 
through the book body part by body 
part, giving readers tips for looking a  ﬞer 
physical and mental wellbeing. 

Genre: Fiction, Classic
Age Range: 5+
Price: £16.99 (Oּמ er Barry Books)

Upli  ﬞing stories from Afghanistan, Sudan, 
Syria, Ethiopia, Palestine, Yemen, and a 
rare Uighur story from China to inspire 
hope and reconciliation. 

Genre: Science, Activity
Age Range: 8+
Price: £17.99 (Chronicle Prism)

This book has 50 amazing, bubbly and 
creative science experiments to do with 
the whole family. Emily Calandrelli inspires 
young girls to discover STEM!

Welcoming 
day students from 

3 months to 19 years 
and boarders 
from Year 3

“To be the best that I can, with the gi� s that I have.”
www.qe.org  |  admissions@qe.org  |  01423 333330  |  York YO26 9SS

Chapter House Preparatory School

Set in 
more than 220 

acres of beautiful
 North Yorkshire 

countryside

“You cannot help but be impressed by the sheer ambition of QE. 
Facilities are spectacular, sta�  committed and clearly able, students delightful.”

� e Good Schools Guide

Call to 
arrange a 

private tour or
join us at our next 

Open Day on 28 January

PRIMARY TIMES DISTRIBUTION
Primary Times is distributed to 135 primary 
schools in East Riding of Yorkshire & Hull.
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A Christmas Carol at 
Hull Truck Theatre
This festive season, Charles Dicken’s 
classic Christmas tale ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ will be magically brought to 
life by Hull Truck Theatre, proudly 
sponsored by Hull Trains. As the 
bestselling show in the last 10 
years, ‘A Christmas Carol’ is the 
perfect production for the theatre in 
2022 as it celebrates its 50th year, 
exploring past, present, and future. 
Set in Hull, the production will bring 
home the struggle of hard-working 
families and the joy the festive season 
can bring, with community and 
kindness triumphing over greed and 
selfishness. The production will run 
from 25 November - 31 December 
2022 and is recommended for 
children aged 5+ and their families. 
Access performances are also 
available. Buy tickets:  
www.hulltruck.co.uk

Yorkshire’s Winter Wonderland
Award-winning Yorkshire’s Winter Wonderland makes a welcome return 
to York Designer Outlet (South Entrance) from Friday 18th November 
2022 to Sunday 8th January 2023.
The Ice Factor – the North of England’s largest outdoor ice rink at 975 
sq. m – will once again have a 30ft high sparkling Christmas tree as its 
centrepiece. Surrounded by illuminated trees, a viewing platform, the 
rink side café and the Winter Garden with heated covered picnic tables, 
this magical setting makes for the perfect festive experience for all ages.  
Skating sessions start from 9.30am, with the last session at 8.30pm.
The vintage funfair features rides from the golden era of fairgrounds.  
Speed and thrills await on the 1936 Speedway, the 1937 Brooklands 
Dodgems or the stunning 1930s Chair-o-Plane.  Muffin the Mule and 
Hush Hush the train will delight children, as will the games stalls 
offering prizes galore.
Christmas would not be the same without a visit to Santa and his 
elves. Visitors can follow the path through the snowy enchanted 
woodland to find his cosy log cabin and collect a special gift 
(additional cost – book separately).
Overlooking the ice rink is The Chalet, a cosy alpine-themed, après-skate 
café and an ideal spot to warm up after a session on the ice or to watch 
the skaters glide past.  Mulled wine, the best hot chocolate in town, 
hot dogs, toasties and sweet treats will be available to purchase, and 
private parties can also be arranged.

www.yorkshireswinterwonderland.com

Winter Fun at Harrogate Ice Rink
The outdoor ice-skating rink, which will be located in 
Harrogate’s Crescent Gardens from 2 December to 3 
January, promises to be a hugely popular addition to 
this year’s festivities, with excitement already building 
for families to enjoy a whizz round in the open-air.
Never-before-seen in Harrogate, the ice-rink will host 
a number of different sessions available on the rink, 
including parent and toddler friendly sessions, school 
sessions and private hire opportunities, plus one-to-one 
and group lessons. Visitors will be able to hire boots at 
the rink side before venturing onto the ice for a truly 
winter wonderland experience. 
Tickets are priced at £14 for adults and £13 for children 
for a 60-minute session, which also includes skate hire.
There will be an Après Ski Bar next to the ice rink, 
offering seasonal treats and refreshments, a traditional 
carousel, together with children’s fairground rides and a 
giant 32m Ferris wheel offering spectacular views of the 
surrounding area.
 
www.facebook.com/harrogateicerink
Tickets can be purchased online harrogateicerink.com
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To enter any of these competitions, just email your name, address and  
contact details to Nora@mccarthypublishing.co.uk by 12th Dec 2022. 
Prizes subject to availability. Competition open to mainland UK residents only. 

Hands up if you want to have hours of cops and robbers fun! This 
detailed set comes with plenty of accessories, including a helicopter, 
a police car, a police officer, a prisoner and even a police dog. It’s 
perfect for encouraging kids to invent their own pretend-play cops 
and robbers stories and teaching them about right and wrong.
RRP: £94.99 | Age 3+ | available at uk.Hape.com
Enter using the details above and quote reference YMET

The Joseph Joseph Extend™️ set goes 
above and beyond expectations to ensure 
that there isn’t a grubby plate in sight. 
Kitchen role-play has never been more fun!
Fill up the water bowl and watch the colour 
changing cutlery and crockery change 
from colour to white again. Water is then 
recycled from a hidden reservoir under the 

bowl, pumping back through the tap for endless play.
Includes Cleantech Brush™️, Extend Dish Rack, cutlery, plates and bowls.
RRP £25.00 | Age 3+ | Available at John Lewis, Asda and Very
Enter using the details above and quote reference YJOS

CASDON JOSEPH 
JOSEPH EXTEND

Get your hands on a Top Christmas Toy - Mama Surprise – a soft, 
interactive Mama guinea pig who has three babies – but who knows 
when they will be born? Children can care for Mama and when 
her heart glows, a baby is on the way! This magical experience is 
repeatable, so they can go through the surprise and delight of caring 
for Mama and discovering her babies, again and again.
RRP £64.99 | Age 4+ | Argos, Smyths, The Entertainer, Amazon and Very
Enter using the details above and quote reference YPET

Get your hands on the latest Christmas games from Orchard Toys.  
We are giving away a Christmas Eve Box, the 3-in-1 Christmas 
themed box set includes a festive lotto game, a 30-piece jigsaw and 
a 12-page activity book, aimed at children aged three to six years.  
As well as Snowman Snap, a fun, festive snap game for all the family, 
featuring seasonal snow people that young children will adore and 
fast-paced gameplay that will appeal to older children. The winner is 
the first player to collect all the cards. 
Christmas Eve Box £14, Snowman Snap £5.50 both available at 
www.orchardtoys.com
Enter using the details above and quote reference YORC

LITTLE LIVE PETS - MAMA SURPRISE

ORCHARD TOYS CHRISTMAS BUNDLE

COMPETITIONSCOMPETITIONSCOMPETITIONSCOMPETITIONSCOMPETITIONSCOMPETITIONS

METRO POLICE DEPT PLAYSET

And for Dessert...
Squodgy croissant loaf
Chocolate, orange, crushed hazelnuts & 
apricot jam
Serves 8
Prep: 10 minutes
Cook: 50 minutes, plus cooling

- soft unsalted butter, for greasing
- 50g blanched hazelnuts
- 3 tablespoons golden caster sugar
- 1 orange
- 2 x 255g packets of frozen croissants
- 50g dark chocolate (70%)
- 1 heaped tablespoon apricot jam

Preheat the oven to 180°C. Grease a 
1.5-litre loaf tin and line with greaseproof 
paper, then generously grease the paper. 
In a pestle and mortar, smash up half the 
hazelnuts and 1 tablespoon of sugar until 
fine, then sprinkle across the base and sides 
of the tin, and add a few fine gratings of 
orange zest. Coarsely bash the remaining 
hazelnuts and sugar. Randomly layer half 
the frozen croissants into the tin, slicing 
them up as appropriate to fill any gaps. 
Sprinkle over half the hazelnuts, add a 
few more gratings of orange zest, snap in 
the chocolate in large chunks, then spoon 

over the jam. Layer in the remaining 
croissants, slicing to fill any gaps, if 

needed, and finish with the last of 
the hazelnuts and a final grating 

of zest.  
Bake for 50 minutes, or until 
golden and caramelised. 

Leave to cool in 
the tin for 10 

minutes, 
then run a 
sharp knife 
around the 
edge to 
release any 

sticky bits 
and carefully 

remove from the 
tin while still hot. Cool a 

little, then slice and serve.

JAMIE OLIVER
Having long been a hero for families 
across the country for his revolutionary 
take on healthy food for children, Jamie 
Oliver, parent, chef and restauranteur 
has delivered another fantastic recipe 
book with family lifestyle in mind. ONE is 
dedicated to making life simpler and more 
convenient, offering up amazing recipes 
that can be cooked using only one pan... 

Buddy’s pasta bake
Broccoli, cheesy sauce & garlic bread 
crispy bits 
Serves 8
Total time:  
45 minutes

- 2 heads of 
broccoli (375g each) 
- 4 cloves of garlic
- olive oil
- ½–1 teaspoon 
dried red chilli flakes
- 1.5 litres semi-
skimmed milk 
- 100g baby spinach
- 100g Cheddar cheese 
- 500g dried pasta shells 
- 100g garlic bread

Preheat the oven to 200°C. Cut off and 
discard the tough ends of the broccoli 

stalks, trim the green florets into 3cm 
pieces and put aside, then roughly chop 
all the remaining stalks and place in a 
food processor. Peel and add the garlic, 
then blitz until fine. Place a large shallow 
casserole pan on a medium heat. Once 
hot, go in with 1 tablespoon of olive oil 
and the chilli flakes, to taste. As soon 
as they start to sizzle, tip in the blitzed 
broccoli stalks. Cook for 5 minutes, stirring 
occasionally, then pour in 1 litre of milk. 
Pour the remaining 500ml of milk into the 
processor with the spinach and crumble 
in the cheese (I wanted this to be healthy, 
but now’s the time to add extra cheese if 
you want it more indulgent). 
Blitz until smooth, pour into the pan, then 
bring to the boil and season to perfection. 
Stir the broccoli florets and pasta shells 
into the sauce and boil for 5 minutes, 
stirring regularly.
Tear the garlic bread into the processor 
(there’s no need to clean it) and blitz into 
crumbs. Sprinkle over the pasta bake and 
transfer to the oven for 15 minutes, or until 
golden and bubbling. Delicious served 
with a fresh green salad. 
 

Primary Times teams up with Jamie Oliver to bring deliciously tasty, convenient  
and simple recipes from his latest cook book, ONE to your family table this Winter. 

Warming Winter Recipes from...

ONE by Jamie Oliver is published by 
Penguin Michael Joseph © Jamie 
Oliver Enterprises Limited (2022 

ONE). Photography: © David Loftus, 
2022; © Richard Clatworthy, 2022.

SEASONAL SWAPS
Go festive and swap out the broccoli for 
Brussels sprouts – blitz half for the sauce 
and quarter the rest to add with the pasta. 
Embrace Christmas cheeseboard cheeses, and 
try a cheeky crumbling of chestnuts in the garlic 
bread crispy bits.10 WINTER 2022 primarytimes.co.uk/nyorks

more events www.primarytimes.co.uk/nyor
ks

If you are looking for more inspiration, there
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Various 
Stories with Santa in the 
Courtyard Grotto
Castle Howard
www.castlehoward.co.uk
It’s that glorious time of year again and we 
are thrilled to welcome back the award 
winning Story Craft Theatre who’ll be 
bringing some magic to the Grotto this year.

Sat, Nov 12, 2022 to 
Mon, 2 Jan 2023

Christmas at Castle Howard - Into 
the Woods Fairytale Christmas
Castle Howard
www.castlehoward.co.uk
Expect to be enchanted by theatrical 
installations and projections that bring 
to life your favourite fairy-tales as the 
sounds of glass slippers on ballroom 
floors and horse-drawn pumpkins echo 
through the great halls via state-of-the-art 
soundscapes.

Mon, 14 Nov to Fri, 23 Dec 2022
Christmas at Burton Agnes Hall
Burton Agnes Hall
www.burtonagnes.com
Young visitors are particularly welcome, 
and can find a handmade felt snowman 
doll hidden in each room by the Cunliffe-
Lister children. When dusk falls, Christmas 
cheer flourishes: with Christmas-light-
strewn topiary bushes, the fireplaces 
glowing warmly and twinkling lights in 
each room, visitors will be inspired with the 
abundant joys of Christmas.

Selected dates from  
Thu, 17 Nov to Fri, 30 Dec 2022

Glow 2022 - RHS Harlow Carr
Harrogate, HG3 1QB
www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr
Bring all the family for a magical evening 
at RHS Garden Harlow Carr. See the 
garden in breathtaking beauty as amazing 
illuminations light your way on our 
spectacular Glow trail. Discover the garden 

in a whole new light as you follow the 
magical trail around magnificent trees and 
shrubs awash with colour. New for 2022, 
enjoy ambient sounds around the Queen 
Mother’s Lake and be wowed by a ‘pixel 
lawn’ with hundreds of synchronised, 
dancing lights.

Thu, 17 Nov to Fri, 23 Dec 2022
St Nicholas Fair, York 
Christmas Market
York
Sixty-eight festive alpine chalets will be 
spread across Parliament Street and St 
Sampson’s Square, offering a range of 
unique gifts, seasonal food and drinks and 
local produce.

Fri, 18 Nov 2022 to 
Sun, 8 Jan 2023

Yorkshires Winter 
Wonderland, York
Designer Outlet, York, YO19 4TA
www.yorkshireswinterwonderland.com
Fancy trying real ice skating? The Ice 
Factor at Yorkshire’s Winter Wonderland 
returns again this year. Perfect for 
Christmas.  Experience Ice Skating, Festive 
Food and a Funfair at the Designer Outlet 
in York.

Wed, 23 Nov 2022 to 
Sun, 15 Jan 2023

Harrogate Theatre 
presents Aladdin
Harrogate Theatre
www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk
Harrogate – your magical carpet ride 
awaits!

Fri, 25 Nov to Sat, 31 Dec 2022
A Christmas Carol
Hull Truck Theatre
www.hulltruck.co.uk
On a cold Christmas Eve, four spirits 
conspire to show Ebenezer Scrooge the 
error of his ways. His old business partner, 
Jacob Marley has returned from the dead 

to offer him a second chance, if he can 
change his mean and miserly behaviour.

26, 27 Nov.  
3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 19, 23 Dec 

Magical Santa Experience 
at Sledmere
Sledmere House, YO25 3XG
www.sledmerehouse.com
Santa’s most entrusted Elf will greet you 
and take you through to meet the big 
man himself, hear all about the magic of 
Christmas and tell him what’s on your wish 
list this year. (The time you book is for your 
visit in to see Santa only, please make sure 
you are at Elf reception 5 minutes before 
your session starts, all other attractions can 
be enjoyed at any time throughout the day)

Sat, 26 Nov to Thu, 22 Dec 2022
Father Christmas returns to 
Bolton Abbey this winter
The Christmas Village, Bolton Abbey
www.boltonabbey.com
Step into the twinkling Christmas village, 
tucked away in the middle of Strid Wood 
and see what enchanting experience 
awaits. Become acquainted with the 
cheeky elves who have just arrived from 
the North Pole, and let them take you on 
the special journey to meet the Great Man 
himself.

Sun, 27 Nov to Sat, 24 Dec 2022
Christmas Adventure -  
A whole New World
Thornton Hall Country Park, BD23 3TS
www.christmasadventures.co.uk
Join us for our main Christmas experience 
like no other!  Wrap up warm and prepare 
to be amazed on a magical journey as you 
join your very own Elf for 2022 ‘A Thornton 
Hall Christmas Adventure’

Wed, 30 Nov to Sat, 3 Dec 2022
The Nutcracker
Hull City Hall, HU1 3RQ
www.hulltheatres.co.uk

Share in Clara’s adventures as she is swept 
away by her Nutcracker Prince into an 
enchanting winter wonderland. Don’t miss 
dazzling dancing snowflakes, the famous 
Sugar Plum Fairy and the notorious Mouse 
King in the ultimate festive entertainment.

1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 Dec 
Toddle into Christmas
Web Adventure Park, YO32 2RH
www.webadventurepark.co.uk
It’s the perfect day for little ones filled 
with Christmas fun, including a visit to 
see Father Christmas in his Grotto, with a 
toddler friendly gift, unlimited goes on our 
Seven children’s rides (open 10:00 am - 
2:30 pm), a play in our play centre, meeting 
our animals including Father Christmas’ real 
Reindeers! 

Thu, 1 Dec to Sat, 24 Dec 2022
Christmas at the Castle with 
Father Christmas and Friends
Castle Howard
www.castlehoward.co.uk
This Christmas Mr & Mrs Claus have taken 
up residence at Castle Howard as they 
make final preparations for the big day, and 
you are invited to join them!

Thu, 1 Dec 2022 to 
Mon, 2 Jan 2023

Twilight at Castle Howard
Castle Howard
www.castlehoward.co.uk
Soak up the enchanting atmosphere, enjoy 
an array of winter treats in our catering 
outlets and warm yourself by roaring log 
fires. Find that special present in our Gift 
Shops or Garden Centre and why not visit 
our Farm Shop to choose from the finest 
local produce for your Christmas parties.

Thu, 1 Dec to Sat, 24 Dec 2022
Santas Grotto at Bowes Museum
The Bowes Museum
www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk
Experience the wonder of Father Christmas 
at The Bowes Museum. Be greeted by 
his elves and enter the enchanted winter 
woodland before making reindeer dust 
and other crafts ahead of meeting Santa 
himself in his cosy sitting room and 
discovering if you’ve been naughty or nice 
and getting an early present.

Fri, 2 Dec 2022 to 
Mon, 2 Jan 2023

Whitby Ice rink
Endeavour Wharf Car Park, Whitby
www.whitbyicerink.com
The ice rink is back, bigger and better! 
Once again the town will be installing a full-
size undercover real ice rink, right in the 
centre of Whitby! It will be the place to get 
your Christmas fun fix this festive season.

Fri, 2 Dec to Sun, 11 Dec 2022
Harrogate Christmas Fayre
Harrogate town centre
www.visitharrogate.co.uk
The Harrogate Christmas lights will be on 
and the festive season well underway, 
making this the perfect excuse to come 
and spend time with us this Christmas. 
Don’t forget you can use the FREE Candy 
Candy Express road train to get around 
every day that the Christmas Fayre is on!

Fri, 2 Dec 2022 to 
Sun, 8 Jan 2023

Christmas Attractions at 
Crescent Gardens, Harrogate
Harrogate Town Centre
www.visitharrogate.co.uk
Crescent Gardens in Harrogate will take 



YOUR CUSTOMER JOURNEY
Primary Times plays a vital role in your marketing strategy

1. AWARENESS 
Families read 
Primary Times and 
gain awareness of 
your business

3. PURCHASING
Customers make bookings 
generating new revenue  
for your business

2. CONSIDERATION
Customers log 
onto your website 
and social media 
channels boosting 
your visitor numbers 
while gaining  
more information

4. LOYALTY
Happy 
customers 
take out a 
membership, 
leave great 
reviews and 
refer friends, 
spreading 
positive word 
of mouth
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