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The definitive guide  
to open days for that 

 all important decision.



Make a Shortlist of Schools
Firstly, make a shortlist of the schools that your child could 
attend by looking at nearby local authority’s websites or visit 
www.education.gov.uk. Make sure you check their admission 
rules carefully to ensure your child is eligible for a place.  You 
also need to be happy that your child can travel to school 
easily and that siblings, if relevant, could go to the same 
school. After that, it’s time to take a look at the facts and 
figures to make a comparison on paper.  

Head to the Open Day
Once you’re satisfied with your shortlist and you’ve done your 
homework, it’s time to do the most important thing of all and 
visit the schools.Nothing beats going to see the school for 
yourself, so get the most out of your visit with our tips and ideas. 

The grand tour
Most open days will feature a pupil led tour.  Ask lot of 
questions and you’ll hear all sorts of interesting things from 
your friendly guide that don’t feature in the prospectus. Talk 
to as many pupils and parents as you can manage on the 
tour for maximum feedback.  Don’t forget to take in the 
atmosphere and environment of the school, to get a feel for 
whether your child would be happy in these surroundings. 

The Headteacher’s talk
Don’t miss out on the Head teacher’s talk, usually given at 
specified times on open days/evenings.  You’ll find out what 
priorities and emphasis the Head gives to various aspects of 
their school, and will be able to see if these aspirations match 
your family’s own. The Head should come across as genuine, 
inspiring and bursting with pride for both school and pupils, as 
well as being very clear about the school’s achievements and 
goals. 

Expectations for behaviour
Make sure you query the levels of discipline that are imposed, 
such as the consequences for late/absent work, unruly 
behaviour and the uniform code. Feel free to raise serious 
disciplinary matters such as bullying and how it is handled.  
The responses should give you a good indication of what is 
tolerated at the school.

Students in action
As you’re on the school tour, observe the children in school, as 
they will often be a great indicator of a school’s ethos.  You’ll 
get to see how children treat each other and how they interact 
within the classroom and corridors. Are they happy? Do they 
seem confident and animated? Are teachers welcoming and 
friendly, are you getting the feeling of a warm, open attitude? 

Life outside the classroom
Essential learning doesn’t just happen in the classroom.  Look 
out for interesting extra-curricular activity posters on the 
noticeboards. If your child likes sports but isn’t an ‘A’ team 
candidate, will they still get to participate? If there are after 
school clubs, check what they are and when they take place. 

Peace of mind 
The switch to secondary school is a big one and 
communication will be key. It is important to know how to 
contact staff if you have a problem or concern.  Find out 
how contact details such as teacher names and emails are 
provided, and whether the first point of contact should be 
via telephone or email.  It’s important to see how easy it is 
to contact school staff in case of an emergency.  Information 
about good pastoral care should be plentiful as it’s an 
essential ingredient for a happy school life.  

It’s an open day, so keep an open mind
Remember this is about your child, not you.  Try not to be 
influenced by your own educational experience as it may not 
be relevant. Find out what your child really thinks and don’t 
hesitate to take advice from trusted teachers who you feel 
know your child best – you may be surprised by what they tell 
you.  In the end, trust your instincts, find the right environment 
for them to be happy, then sit back and watch them flourish.

Choosing your New School

Starting to look at secondary schools? We give you 
the lowdown on what to do
Applying for secondary school is one of the most 
important decisions you are going to make because 
it’s likely to have a huge impact on your child’s 
future, way beyond the school gates.  There’s some 
essential ‘homework’ to be done before you make 
that all important choice and you must make sure 
you know the deadlines for applying via your local 
authority.

For some, it won’t be an issue, as catchment area 
rules determine your first or other choices, decided 
by postcode or feeder school. However, for those of 
you who can choose, the task can seem a daunting 
one.  To help you through the process, follow our 
tips for some forward planning and get the most 
out of a school open day. 
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Open Mornings
9.00am - 10.15am
Wednesday 19th September 2018
Tuesday 25th September 2018
Thursday 4th October 2018
Wednesday 10th October 2018

Open Evening
4.40pm - 6.30pm
Thursday 20th September 2018

Wapping High School, 153 - 157 Commercial Road, London, E1 2DA
020 3597 3670 • www.wappinghigh.org • enquiries@wappinghigh.org

@wappinghigh         wappinghigh

An 11-16 school passionate about providing a world-class education  
for the young people of Tower Hamlets.
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Norlington School
Norlington has long been acknowledged as a high performing school 
being featured regularly in the top 5% of schools nationally and 
recognised on three occasions by the Minister of State for Schools for 
being in the top 100 schools for student academic progress. 2018 GCSE 
results looked even better with over a third of all exams sat achieving 
grades 7, 8 or 9. 
Not only do Norlington 
students flourish 
academically, they also 
participate enthusiastically 
in many extracurricular 
activities which has led 
to significant success 
in borough, county and 
nationwide sporting and 
academic competitions. 
Outstanding sporting 
success continued in cricket with Norlington reaching the London Cup 
finals for the second year in succession in addition to several borough 
successes. Local dominance in Table Tennis continues with the school 
winning the regional competitions in every age group.
Norlington’s STEM credentials were further enhanced when several 
young mathematicians finished third in the London wide ‘Count on Us’ 
challenge. Norlington also won the previous two rounds. In the arts, 
Norlington boys performed on the stage of a West End theatre.
Norlington is well known in the area for developing leaders. This 
included sixth form student Zain Hussain travelling to New York 
to speak at the United Nations as part of its 2030 agenda for 
‘Sustainable Development’.
Mr Hernandez, Principal of Norlington School, told Primary Times, 
“Norlington is a unique school where the family ethos is the foundation 
upon which students can go on to achieve great things. Staff and 
students work tirelessly to realise the school’s aim - to become the 
number one boys’ school in the country. Our boys deserve it.”
For more information about Norlington, please visit www.norlington.
net.

Financial Support at Bancroft’s School
Have you ever thought about an independent education for your child, 
but have been frightened by the fees? At Bancroft’s in Woodford Green 
they are able to help with school fees for bright children whose family 
circumstances mean that a Bancroft’s education would otherwise be 
beyond their reach.  Every year, children benefit from Means Tested 
Awards which provide significant financial help to less well-off families. 

Such awards are given to children 
joining in Year 3 and Year 7 based on 
their performance in entrance tests, 
interview and their family’s need. 
Bancroft’s also offer Academic and 
Music Scholarships at 11+ and 16+ to 
talented children regardless of their 
family’s income.
Bancroft’s School, established in 
1737, is a fully co-educational, 
independent day school for children 

from 7 to 18. They have a fantastic history of academic success in 
GCSE and A Level and pupils of all ages enjoy varied sporting and co-
curricular programmes.  
Do join them for their autumn Open Days. You will have the chance to 
view all the fantastic facilities and to talk about the financial support 
which Bancroft’s may be able to offer your child. Visit www.bancrofts.
org for more information.

Forest School
Forest School is an independent day school for pupils aged 4-18, 
educating more pupils than ever on the same site in Snaresbrook 
where it started out in 1834.  Forest benefits from a tremendous 
location on the very edge of north-east London. It is a city school with 
thirty acres of grounds surrounded by forest.

The school encourages outstanding academic progress and 
personal development offering an all-round education for all pupils 
which consists of excellent academic teaching and learning, and 
extensive opportunities outside the classroom encompassing 
everything from sport, music, art and drama to their huge range of 
co-curricular clubs and activities.
Their boys and girls (more than 1,300 in 
equal proportion) are taught in single-
sex classes from the ages of 7-16 and 
in a co-educational environment in the 
Pre-Preparatory school and Sixth Form. 
Forest believe this combination of single-
sex and mixed educational opportunities, 
the diamond structure, gives pupils the 
best of all worlds. Their traditional House 
structure, comprising of 14 single-sex 
Houses, enables the school to cater to 
the specific needs of boys and girls whilst 
cultivating a sense of pride, loyalty and 
belonging.
Forest is a school that balances real 
academic progress with exceptional 
personal development that is evident in the men and women 
walking out of the white gates. Forest is the place where people 
grow.
The school has an Open Day on Saturday 22 September running 
from 8.30am–1pm. For more information, please call 020 8520 
1744, email admissions@forest.org.uk or visit www.forest.org.uk.

Woodford Green Preparatory School
At Woodford Green Preparatory School they have transformed 
the teaching of Science so that every pupil has an excellent first 
experience of the subject. They were awarded the Silver Primary 
Science Quality Mark in 2016 which recognises that, as a school, 
they are achieving excellent results. 

Generous Means Tested Awards, Academic and Music Scholarships available

An independent HMC day school for children aged 7-18 years

Bancroft’s School
A Tradition of Excellence

High Road, Woodford Green, IG8 0RF
www.bancrofts.org, Tel: 0208 505 4821

Please arrive promptly for the introductory talks  
and note that parking on the site is limited.

OPEN MORNINGS
For Entry September 2019

7+ Open Morning Saturday 13 October 10am - 12pm
11+ Open Morning Saturday 17 November 10am - 12pm
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The school pride 
themselves on getting 
children to be more 
independent in 
their learning and 
therefore adapted 
the curriculum to give 
pupils the opportunity 
to undertake a more 
‘hands-on’ approach. 

Woodford Green are fortunate to have a fully equipped Science 
room where all lessons take place. The children get to experiment 
in an environment filled with the necessary resources for each 
area of the Science curriculum. This allows teachers to be 
passionate about teaching Science and gives them the freedom 
to let the children lead the lessons through investigating, 
experimenting and forming their own opinions. 
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WOODFORD GREEN
PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Independent Co-educational Day School For 3 - 11 Years

www.wgprep.co.uk
Tel: 0208 504 5045    Email: admissions@wgprep.co.uk

Glengall Road - Woodford Green - Essex - IG8 0BZ                
EST 1932

OPEN AFTERNOON
TALK & TOUR

Friday 9th November 2018
1.30pm - 3pm

Bursaries available from 7+

Please register interest at 

www.wgprep.co.uk 

Alumni registration  
is now available  
via our website

Nurture        Curiosity        Creativity        Excellence

Forest School encourages outstanding academic progress and personal development, offering single-sex teaching in a co-educational 
environment for girls and boys aged 4-18yrs. Forest is a city school on the edge of North London with 30 acres of grounds.  

Forest - Where People Grow                               0208 520 1744  |  admissions@forest.org.uk  |  www.forest.org.uk

Open Day
Saturday,22 September 2018

8.30am - 1.00pm

Science at WGPS is taught from EYFS up to Year 6. The children’s 
work is assessed regularly and evaluated based on their 
knowledge and ability to work scientifically. 
Every June, Woodford Green have a themed Science event for 
one week, and focus on messy, noisy and fun experiments like 
making mini-volcanoes explode or creating bath bombs and 
slime. For the past three years the school have taken part in 
various Science competitions and they feel very proud of the 
children’s love of Science. Children and parents have also been 
enthusiastic about doing Science at home and sharing it with 
the teachers. Science should be fun and exciting and Woodford 
Green make sure that this is apparent in their teaching and 
learning. There is never a dull moment. 
Join the school at their Open Afternoon on Friday 9 November 
from 1.30-3pm. To register your interest, please visit www.
wgprep.co.uk.
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Raine’s Foundation School
Raine’s Foundation School is one of the 
oldest schools in London. They have 
played an important role in the East 
End for nearly 300 years. Developing 
a sense of community is pivotal to the 
schools ethos. As they move further into 
the 21st century they are developing 
a community spirit to ensure Raine’s 
Foundation School is a school for local 
children, just as it was when the school 
was established in 1719.
Rob Hullett, Headteacher, told Primary 
Times, “I fully understand how important 

it is to you as parents and carers to select the right secondary 
school for your son or daughter. You will want the school to 

provide your child with opportunities to 
develop socially and academically in an 
environment which is challenging, caring 
and supportive. Raine’s Foundation school 
is able to offer these opportunities.
Raine’s offers something different too. We 
are a smaller than average secondary 
school. This means pupils are recognised 
as individuals, enabling support to be 
tailored to their needs. Raine’s is truly 
comprehensive and fully inclusive.
We are also developing our links beyond 
our immediate neighborhood with links 

and visits to Europe, America the Middle East and China.
I look forward to welcoming you to our school and invite you to 
visit us at one of our open evenings.”

Red Nose Day is back for 2019, and Comic Relief is calling 
on all teachers to clear their school’s diary on Friday 15 
March to take part in the epic fundraising extravaganza. 

Red Nose Day is a time in the school year that students 
remember for a lifetime - donning a nose, dressing up and 
coming up with all kinds of wacky ways to raise funds for a 
good cause.

It isn’t just an exciting opportunity to take part in a fantastic 
day of fundraising. Red Nose Day also gives students a 
great chance to learn more about the world around them 
and how Comic Relief is working to support vulnerable 
people both at home in the UK and around the globe.

To help schools get red-y for a day of fundraising and 
events, teachers can now pre-order a free fundraising 
pack tailored specifically for primary schools. The packs 
are bursting with ideas – fundraising guides, posters, 
stickers and balloons – to help ensure schools will have 
an unforgettable time. Comic Relief also offers school 
curriculum materials and videos that teachers can use to 
help raise awareness of the world around them and those 
living incredibly tough lives. 

To have these tips, tools and classroom ideas land in your 
school’s post box this January, pre-order your pack now – 
just head to www.rednoseday.com/primarytimes. 

Comic Relief is a registered UK charity that aims to create 
a just world, free from poverty – where everyone is safe, 
healthy, educated and empowered. Since 1985, Comic 

Relief has raised over £1 
billion. That money has 
helped, and is helping, 
people both here at home 
in the UK and across the 
world.

For more information 
about Comic Relief and the 
work it carries out, please 
visit www.comicrelief.com.

Anything Nose in Schools Next March Anything Nose in Schools Next March 

  

RAINE’S FOUNDATION 
SCHOOL 

 TOUR DATES – INTAKE 2019 
 

Approach Road, London, E2 9LY 
School Tel: 020 8981 1231    Fax: 020 8983 0153 
e-mail: success@rainesfoundation.org.uk 
Website: www.rainesfoundation.org.uk 

 

Open Day Tours - (Approach Road) 
 
Monday 10th September  9.15 – 10.30 am  
Tuesday 11th September  9.15 – 10.30 am  
Wednesday 12th September 9.15 – 10.30 am  
Thursday 13th September   9.15 – 10.30 am  
Friday 14th September               9.15 – 10.30 am    
Friday 21st September               9.15 – 10.30 am 
Tuesday 25th September  9.15 – 10.30 am 
Friday 28th September               9.15 – 10.30 am 
Tuesday 2nd October                      9.15 – 10.30 am 
Friday 5th October  9.15 – 10.30 am 
Tuesday 9th October                      9.15 – 10.30 am 
Friday 12th October  9.15 – 10.30 am 
Tuesday 16th October                      9.15 – 10.30 am 
Friday 19th October  9.15 – 10.30 am 
Tuesday 30th October                      9.15 – 10.30 am 
 
Saturday Tour 
Saturday 15th September      10.00 am prompt 
 
Open Evening (Headteacher’s Talk and Tours) 
Wednesday 19th September 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Timetable for  
Choosing your New School

September/October	 Attend school open days to choose 
which ones to apply to.

31 October	 Final deadline for submitting 
application forms.

1 March (Offer Day)	 Your child’s offer will be  
available on your council’s  
website.  They will then be  
posted out.

Schools - Don’t miss out  
on advertising your  
open days in our  

October Half Term issue

If you would like to advertise  
in it please contact:  

020 8318 0400 or email  
lola@primarytimes.biz



  

RAINE’S FOUNDATION 
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Approach Road, London, E2 9LY 
School Tel: 020 8981 1231    Fax: 020 8983 0153 
e-mail: success@rainesfoundation.org.uk 
Website: www.rainesfoundation.org.uk 

 

Open Day Tours - (Approach Road) 
 
Monday 10th September  9.15 – 10.30 am  
Tuesday 11th September  9.15 – 10.30 am  
Wednesday 12th September 9.15 – 10.30 am  
Thursday 13th September   9.15 – 10.30 am  
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Saturday Tour 
Saturday 15th September      10.00 am prompt 
 
Open Evening (Headteacher’s Talk and Tours) 
Wednesday 19th September 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm 
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Five Open Mornings and One Open Evening

24th, 25th, 26th, 27th September and 9th October - 9:20am to 11:00am

Open Evening 27th September - 4:00pm to 7:00pm 

To reserve a place please contact: Nilima Khatun 0207 987 1883 ext 110

�e unrelenting pursuit of scholarship 

and excellence (Ofsted 2013)

Outstanding in all areas including the St Paul’s Way Trust Sixth Form

London’s First Faraday School

Visit and find out about the St Paul’s Way graduate www.spwt.net
'One of the Top 100 non-selective State schools in England'

National Teaching School

Communication        Investigation      Networking          Participation              Scholarship                  Vision

SPWT Open Days 2018 - Dates and Times
Prof. Brian Cox OBE - Patron of St. Paul’s Way Trust School

St Paul’s Way
Education   Foundation   Trust

t Most improves school in Waltham forest

OPEN EVENING
Thursday 18th October 6pm - 8.30pm

The Executive Principal will make a presentation
at 6.30pm and 7.30pm in the main hall.

Experience an inspirational curriculum, diverse extension programme, 
exemplary student behaviour and aspirational student work

Prospective parents, guardians and students are welcome to 
visit every Tuesday and Thursday at 9.15am.

 SOUTH CHINGFORD FOUNDATION SCHOOL 
is a vibrant educational establishment 

INSPIRING
A NEW GENERATION”

“

Call for an appointment on 020 8531 9231 | email: office@southchingfordfoundation.com    
Rushcroft Road, Chingford, London E4 8SG   www.southchingfordfoundation.org

FOUNDATION SCHOOL
SOUTH CHINGFORD 

An Ofsted rated GOOD school
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