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Welcome
Primary Times is a magazine 
for parents, pupils and teachers 
in the primary school sector 
across Avon, Gloucestershire 
and Wiltshire, each with their 
own series. Locally, this covers in 
Avon: Bristol, Bath, South Glos, 
North Somerset and BANES. In 
Gloucestershire: Forest of Dean, 
the Cotswolds and the Severn 
Vale. Finally in Wiltshire, this 
covers: Swindon & Sailsbury. 

The magazine is primarily a 
‘what’s on and where to go family 

guide’, with editorial covering 
local and educational issues. 
Published seven times a year at 
the start of each half & full-term 
holiday, with a special ‘Back To 
School’ issue in September, it’s 
delivered directly to 4-11 year 
olds, teachers and parents in 
95% of state primary schools. 
In all, 142,100 copies across the 
counties are distributed for free, 
giving a potential readership 
of 231,000 in Avon, 145,250 in 
Gloucestershire and 126,000 in 
Wiltshire where copies remain 

in readers’ homes for several 
weeks after publication. We 
get huge amounts of positive 
feedback from teachers, parents 
and children - who contribute 
paintings and jokes - and we’ve 
lost count of the number of 
parents who’ve said: ‘Primary 
Times saved my life this holiday.’

No other publication can offer 
advertisers repeated exposure 
to the family market at such 
competitive rates.

Visit www.primarytimes.net to view 
all our media packs for all the Primary 

Times available nationally.

Please contact Caroline Stretton for 
more information regards booking.
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in Avon

Primary Times in Avon is a 
magazine for parents, pupils and 
teachers in the primary school sector 
across Bristol, Bath, South Glos, North 
Somerset and BANES. It is primarily 
a ‘what’s on and where to go family 
guide’, with editorial covering local and 
educational issues.

Published seven times a year at the 
start of each half- and full-term holiday, 
with a special ‘Back To School’ issue in 
September, it’s delivered directly to 4-11 
year olds, teachers and parents in 95% 
of state primary schools. In all, 69,000 

copies are distributed for free, giving 
a potential readership of 231,000, and 
copies remain in readers’ homes for 
several weeks after publication. We get 
huge amounts of positive feedback from 
teachers, parents and children - who 
contribute paintings and jokes - and 
we’ve lost count of the
number of parents who’ve said: ‘Primary 
Times saved my life this holiday.’

No other publication can offer 
advertisers repeated exposure to the 
family market at such competitive 
rates.
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bristolmuseums.org.uk

Tickets – pay what you think the  

exhibition is worth to youTickets – pay what you think the 

face to face with a Jurassic beast

Tickets – pay what you think the 

face to face with a Jurassic beast

CORONAT

Gracefield School
www.gracefieldschool.co.uk

266 Overndale Road, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 2RG

Telephone: 0117 956 7977

enquiries@gracefieldschool.co.uk

a great place to grow!

Small classes
Affordable fees

Caring environment

 year old boys and girls

Before & after school care4 -11

A free online mappi
ng

resource exploring
historic

maps, photographs
and

other heritage cont
ent

www.kypwest.org.uk

Download our

free learning
pack for Key
Stages 2, 3 and 4

and discover your

local heritage.

All events subject to change or cancellation without prior noticeEVENTS SUMMER 2017

Bitton Railway Station, Bath Road, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6HD

www.avonvalleyrailway.org

Tel: 0117 932 5538

VINTAGE TRANSPORT FESTIVAL

29 & 30 JULY 2017

A special weekend celebrating our rich road, rail and river transport heritage

See static buses, vintage vehicles, caravans, trains and more! Enjoy a ride behind our steam and 

diesel locomotives, (including visiting engine Willy the Well-Tank) take a ride on a vintage bus, 

see static displays of vintage vehicles at Bitton station and enjoy a short trip onboard historic 

fire-boat ‘Pyronaut’ from the jetty at the end of the line. Courtesy of mShed Bristol (small extra charge applies)

Car parking in Keynsham with vintage bus link to Bitton, follow road signs

www.avonvalleyrailway.org  l  0117 932 5538

Find us off the A431 between Bristol and Bath: BS30 6HD

19
34

FIRE-BOAT

Enjoy a unique 

trip onboard an 

historic fire-boat! 

Bitton Railway Station, Bath Road, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6HD

www.avonvalleyrailway.org

CHILDREN GO FREE

SUMMER HOLIDAY

1 – 26 AUGUST
Trains run daily except Mon and Fri

One child FREE when accompanied by a full paying 

adult (up to a maximum of two per voucher)

VALID 1 - 26 August 2017 ONLY. Not valid in conjunction with 

any other offer or with our family, group or season ticket prices or 

against our Dining or Santa trains. No cash alternative.

CHILDREN GO FREE

2
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Grandparents travel for half 

price when accompanied by at 

least one paying child.  Bring 

them along for a fun day out!

GRANDPARENTS WEEKEND

CHILDREN GO FREE
CHILDREN GO FREE

2
03

5

00
34

S
EP

TE
M
B
ER

RAILWAYANA VALUATION DAY

10 SEPTEMBER
Have you ever wondered if that 

old lamp or station sign is worth 

something? Bring it along and find out
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Deadlines: List your school and fam-

ily events in Primary Times for free. 

We work a half-term in advance so 

we’re now collecting information for  

September and October: deadline 

Monday 7 August. If your event is to 

raise funds for a school, a charity or 

your community, and is open to the 

public, we would like to list it here. 

Please send all your events informa-

tion and news/feature ideas to the 

editor at: 
mike.gartside@localworld.co.uk

PLEASE CHECK BEFORE 

YOU TRAVEL

While we make every effort to ensure 

these listings are accurate and up to 

date, event information can some-

times change after we’ve gone to 

press. Please check with the venue 

or organiser before you set off to an 

event to make sure it’s going ahead 

as planned . . . and tell them you saw 

it in Primary Times!

JULY
UNTIL TUE 29 AUG

TUESDAY TIMES TABLES

Roman Baths, Stall St, Bath, BA1 

1LZ, 6pm, www.romanbaths.

co.uk • Weekly Tuesday evening 

sessions looking at objects from 

the baths’ collection, plus the 

chance to handle original artefacts. 

01225 477785, 6-8pm, included in 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL  THU 31 AUG

TORCHLIT SUMMER EVENINGS

Roman Baths, Stall St, Bath, BA1 

1LZ, 9am, www.romanbaths.co.uk 

• Enjoy the spectacle of the baths 

lit up by torchlight as the site is 

open until 10pm each evening over 

the summer. 01225 477785, 9am-

10pm, standard admission prices 

apply/£15.50 after 5pm.

UNTIL  SUN 3 SEP

SKELETONS: OUR BURIED 

BONES
M Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping 

Rd, Bristol, BS1 4RN, 10am, www.

bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed 

• Six skeletons discovered in 

Bristol are on display, alongside 

six from the Museum of London’s 

20,000-strong collection. 

Collectively they bring to life stories 

long hidden underground. 0117 352 

6600, 10am-5pm, free.

UNTIL SUN 3 SEP

DINOMANIA

Bristol Zoo Gardens, College Rd, 

Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3HA, 9am, 

www.bristolzoo.org.uk • Eleven 

life-like animatronic dinosaurs will 

be taking up residence amongst 

the zoos animals this summer. 

Get up close to giants including a 

a tyrannosaurus rex, stegoceras, 

giganotosaurus and more, plus 

dinosaur-themed activities. 0117 

428 5300, 9am-5.30pm, included in 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL TUE  5 SEP

SUMMER STARGAZING

At Bristol, Anchor Rd, Harbourside, 

Bristol, BS1 5DB, 12:30pm, www.

at-bristol.co.uk • Learn more about 

astronomy and the stars you can 

see from your back garden this 

summer in glorious 3D. 0117 915 

1000, see website for times, £3 plus 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL TUE 5 SEP

MORPH: STILL NAUGHTY AT 

40
Gromit Unleashed Shop, The Mall, 

Cribbs Causeway, Bristol, BS34 

5DG, 9:30am, www.visitbristol.

co.uk • Aardman’s Morph is 40! 

Celebrate his birthday at the Gromit 

Unleashed Shop with exciting 

exhibits including 20 original 

Morph sculptures designed by 

creator Peter Lord. There will also 

be hands-on activities including an 

interactive green screen, a cinema 

showing some of Morph’s most 

iconic moments, model making and 

a unique range of merchandise. 

0117 903 0303, 9.30am-9pm Mon-

Fri/9am-8pm Sat/11am-5pm Sun, 

free.

UNTIL SUN 10 SEP

DRAWING ON MEMORIES

The Architecture Centre, Narrow 

Quay, Bristol, BS1 4QA, 11am, www.

architecturecentre.org.uk • Can 

you draw your favorite place from 

memory? Create your own place-

inspired comic, using the centre’s 

current exhibition ‘Murdered with 

Straight Lines’ by Garth England 

as a starting point. 0117 922 1540, 

11am/12pm weekends-5pm, free.

UNTIL SAT 30 SEP

SAND SCULPTURE FESTIVAL

Weston Beach nr Seaquarium, 

Marine Parade, Weston-super-

Mare, BS23 1BE, 10am, www.

westonsandsculpture.co.uk • The 

theme for this year’s festival is 

‘Topsy Turvy’. See some spectacular 

sculptures built entirely out of sand, 

plus plenty of interactive activities 

for families. 07856 959841, 10am-

6pm, £4 (adult)/£3 (child).

UNTIL SUN 17 DEC

SOUNDING THE WOOD

Prior Park Landscape Garden, Ralph 

Allen Drive, Bath, BA2 5AH, 10am, 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/prior-

park-landscape-garden • Sound UK 

have partnered with the National 

Trust and Touchwood to create a 

unique musical playground just in 

time for summer. Explore a series of 

wooden ‘instruments’ created using 

different tree species especially 

for Prior Park and see how sound 

can be created in a variety of ways. 

01225 833422, 10am-5.30pm, 

included in standard admission 

prices.

UNTIL SUN 31 DEC

MULLER MUSEUM

Muller Museum, 7 Cotham Park, 

Bristol, BS6 6DA, 10am, www.

mullers.org/museum • In the 1800s 

George Müller cared for 10,000 

orphans in Bristol. Find out more 

and uncover what life would have 

been like for a Victorian orphan in 

the New Orphan Houses on Ashley 

Down. Call 0117 924 5001 to book a 

visit, viewings midweek 10am-4pm, 

free.

UNTIL MON 1 JAN

FINZELS REACH STREET 

MARKET
Old Temple St, Bristol, BS1 6EU, 

12pm, www.finzelsreach.com • A 

new weekly market offering a wide 

selection of street food including 

gourmet burgers and pies, Thai and 

Indian curry, sushi and much more. 

12-2pm (Fridays only), free.

UNTIL  SUN 7 JAN

PLIOSAURUS!

Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, 

Queens Rd, Bristol, BS8 1RL, 10am, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-

museum-and-art-gallery • Go 150 

million years back in time to when 

Bristol was a Jurassic ocean and 

come face to face with the giant 

pliosaur, on public display for the 

first time. Plus children’s activities, 

fossil displays and more. 0117 922 

3571, 10am-5pm, pay what you 

think.

THU 20 JUL

ILA: CONTEMPORARY DANCE

Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, 

Queens Rd, Bristol, BS8 1RL, 2pm, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/

bristol-museum-and-art-gallery • 

Live dance and music performance 

created with the help of local 

school children using objects from 

the museum’s World Cultures 

collection as inspiration. Created by 

choreographer Adesola Akinleye 

and her company Dancing Strong. 

0117 922 3571, 2-3pm, free but must 

be booked in advance.

FRI 21 JUL
GIANT OUTDOOR STORY

Blaise Castle House Museum, 

Henbury Rd, Bristol, BS10 7QS, 11am, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/blaise-

castle-house-museum • Active 

outdoor learning session especially 

for home-educating families. 

Discover the story of giants Ghyston 

and Goram and see where they left 

their mark on Bristol, plus nature 

acitivities in the woods. 0117 903 

9818, 11am-12.15pm, £5 per child, 

must be booked in advance.

FRI 21-SUN 23 JUL

BRISTOL HARBOUR FESTIVAL

Bristol Harbourside, Millenium 

Sq, Lloyds Amphitheatre and 

Harbourside, Bristol, BS1 5LL, 

6pm, www.bristolharbourfestival.

co.uk • Harbourfest returns with a 

bang and lots of arts, circus, dance, 

music, boats, food, drink and much 

more. For families it promises 

things to make and do, places to 

get muddy and sandy, singing, 

storytelling, racing and impressive 

skills and tricks to learn. 0117 

927 6614, from 6pm Fri, 12-8pm 

(Sat)/6pm (Sun).

SAT 22 JUL

JOHN LEWIS NATIONAL 

TREASURE FUN DAY

John Lewis, The Mall, Cribbs 

Causeway, Bristol, BS34 5DG, 9am, 

www.johnlewis.com • Celebrate 

the Great British Summer in-store 

with live music, free face painting, 

balloon twisting, fashion and 

beauty shows, treasure hunt and 

more. 0117 959 1100, 9am-8pm, 

free.

SAT 22 JUL

LEGO WORKSHOP

Victoria Art Gallery, Bridge St, 

Bath, BA2 4AT, 10:30am, www.

victoriagal.org.uk • Celebrate the 

opening of the ‘Here be Dragons’ 

exhibition by helping to build a 

giant Lego mosaic. Children will 

jointly build an artwork to go in the 

show - Cressida Cowell’s very own 

Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus. 

01225 477233, 10.30am-4.30pm, 

included in standard admission 

prices.

SAT 22-SUN 23 JUL

JOHN KING TRIPS

M Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping 

Rd, Bristol, BS1 4RN, 10am, www.

bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed • 

Take a trip on the harbour on the 

Morph is still naughty at 40, The Mall, 

Cribbs Causway, Bristol, until Tue 5 Sep. 

Pic Jon Chamberlain
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Deadlines: List your school and fam-

ily events in Primary Times for free. 

We work a half-term in advance so 

we’re now collecting information for  

September and October: deadline 

Monday 7 August. If your event is to 

raise funds for a school, a charity or 

your community, and is open to the 

public, we would like to list it here. 

Please send all your events informa-

tion and news/feature ideas to the 

editor at: 
mike.gartside@localworld.co.uk

PLEASE CHECK BEFORE 

YOU TRAVEL

While we make every effort to ensure 

these listings are accurate and up to 

date, event information can some-

times change after we’ve gone to 

press. Please check with the venue 

or organiser before you set off to an 

event to make sure it’s going ahead 

as planned . . . and tell them you saw 

it in Primary Times!

JULY
UNTIL TUE 29 AUG

TUESDAY TIMES TABLES

Roman Baths, Stall St, Bath, BA1 

1LZ, 6pm, www.romanbaths.

co.uk • Weekly Tuesday evening 

sessions looking at objects from 

the baths’ collection, plus the 

chance to handle original artefacts. 

01225 477785, 6-8pm, included in 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL  THU 31 AUG

TORCHLIT SUMMER EVENINGS

Roman Baths, Stall St, Bath, BA1 

1LZ, 9am, www.romanbaths.co.uk 

• Enjoy the spectacle of the baths 

lit up by torchlight as the site is 

open until 10pm each evening over 

the summer. 01225 477785, 9am-

10pm, standard admission prices 

apply/£15.50 after 5pm.

UNTIL  SUN 3 SEP

SKELETONS: OUR BURIED 

BONES
M Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping 

Rd, Bristol, BS1 4RN, 10am, www.

bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed 

• Six skeletons discovered in 

Bristol are on display, alongside 

six from the Museum of London’s 

20,000-strong collection. 

Collectively they bring to life stories 

long hidden underground. 0117 352 

6600, 10am-5pm, free.

UNTIL SUN 3 SEP

DINOMANIA

Bristol Zoo Gardens, College Rd, 

Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3HA, 9am, 

www.bristolzoo.org.uk • Eleven 

life-like animatronic dinosaurs will 

be taking up residence amongst 

the zoos animals this summer. 

Get up close to giants including a 

a tyrannosaurus rex, stegoceras, 

giganotosaurus and more, plus 

dinosaur-themed activities. 0117 

428 5300, 9am-5.30pm, included in 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL TUE  5 SEP

SUMMER STARGAZING

At Bristol, Anchor Rd, Harbourside, 

Bristol, BS1 5DB, 12:30pm, www.

at-bristol.co.uk • Learn more about 

astronomy and the stars you can 

see from your back garden this 

summer in glorious 3D. 0117 915 

1000, see website for times, £3 plus 

standard admission prices.

UNTIL TUE 5 SEP

MORPH: STILL NAUGHTY AT 

40
Gromit Unleashed Shop, The Mall, 

Cribbs Causeway, Bristol, BS34 

5DG, 9:30am, www.visitbristol.

co.uk • Aardman’s Morph is 40! 

Celebrate his birthday at the Gromit 

Unleashed Shop with exciting 

exhibits including 20 original 

Morph sculptures designed by 

creator Peter Lord. There will also 

be hands-on activities including an 

interactive green screen, a cinema 

showing some of Morph’s most 

iconic moments, model making and 

a unique range of merchandise. 

0117 903 0303, 9.30am-9pm Mon-

Fri/9am-8pm Sat/11am-5pm Sun, 

free.

UNTIL SUN 10 SEP

DRAWING ON MEMORIES

The Architecture Centre, Narrow 

Quay, Bristol, BS1 4QA, 11am, www.

architecturecentre.org.uk • Can 

you draw your favorite place from 

memory? Create your own place-

inspired comic, using the centre’s 

current exhibition ‘Murdered with 

Straight Lines’ by Garth England 

as a starting point. 0117 922 1540, 

11am/12pm weekends-5pm, free.

UNTIL SAT 30 SEP

SAND SCULPTURE FESTIVAL

Weston Beach nr Seaquarium, 

Marine Parade, Weston-super-

Mare, BS23 1BE, 10am, www.

westonsandsculpture.co.uk • The 

theme for this year’s festival is 

‘Topsy Turvy’. See some spectacular 

sculptures built entirely out of sand, 

plus plenty of interactive activities 

for families. 07856 959841, 10am-

6pm, £4 (adult)/£3 (child).

UNTIL SUN 17 DEC

SOUNDING THE WOOD

Prior Park Landscape Garden, Ralph 

Allen Drive, Bath, BA2 5AH, 10am, 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/prior-

park-landscape-garden • Sound UK 

have partnered with the National 

Trust and Touchwood to create a 

unique musical playground just in 

time for summer. Explore a series of 

wooden ‘instruments’ created using 

different tree species especially 

for Prior Park and see how sound 

can be created in a variety of ways. 

01225 833422, 10am-5.30pm, 

included in standard admission 

prices.

UNTIL SUN 31 DEC

MULLER MUSEUM

Muller Museum, 7 Cotham Park, 

Bristol, BS6 6DA, 10am, www.

mullers.org/museum • In the 1800s 

George Müller cared for 10,000 

orphans in Bristol. Find out more 

and uncover what life would have 

been like for a Victorian orphan in 

the New Orphan Houses on Ashley 

Down. Call 0117 924 5001 to book a 

visit, viewings midweek 10am-4pm, 

free.

UNTIL MON 1 JAN

FINZELS REACH STREET 

MARKET
Old Temple St, Bristol, BS1 6EU, 

12pm, www.finzelsreach.com • A 

new weekly market offering a wide 

selection of street food including 

gourmet burgers and pies, Thai and 

Indian curry, sushi and much more. 

12-2pm (Fridays only), free.

UNTIL  SUN 7 JAN

PLIOSAURUS!

Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, 

Queens Rd, Bristol, BS8 1RL, 10am, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-

museum-and-art-gallery • Go 150 

million years back in time to when 

Bristol was a Jurassic ocean and 

come face to face with the giant 

pliosaur, on public display for the 

first time. Plus children’s activities, 

fossil displays and more. 0117 922 

3571, 10am-5pm, pay what you 

think.

THU 20 JUL

ILA: CONTEMPORARY DANCE

Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, 

Queens Rd, Bristol, BS8 1RL, 2pm, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/

bristol-museum-and-art-gallery • 

Live dance and music performance 

created with the help of local 

school children using objects from 

the museum’s World Cultures 

collection as inspiration. Created by 

choreographer Adesola Akinleye 

and her company Dancing Strong. 

0117 922 3571, 2-3pm, free but must 

be booked in advance.

FRI 21 JUL
GIANT OUTDOOR STORY

Blaise Castle House Museum, 

Henbury Rd, Bristol, BS10 7QS, 11am, 

www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/blaise-

castle-house-museum • Active 

outdoor learning session especially 

for home-educating families. 

Discover the story of giants Ghyston 

and Goram and see where they left 

their mark on Bristol, plus nature 

acitivities in the woods. 0117 903 

9818, 11am-12.15pm, £5 per child, 

must be booked in advance.

FRI 21-SUN 23 JUL

BRISTOL HARBOUR FESTIVAL

Bristol Harbourside, Millenium 

Sq, Lloyds Amphitheatre and 

Harbourside, Bristol, BS1 5LL, 

6pm, www.bristolharbourfestival.

co.uk • Harbourfest returns with a 

bang and lots of arts, circus, dance, 

music, boats, food, drink and much 

more. For families it promises 

things to make and do, places to 

get muddy and sandy, singing, 

storytelling, racing and impressive 

skills and tricks to learn. 0117 

927 6614, from 6pm Fri, 12-8pm 

(Sat)/6pm (Sun).

SAT 22 JUL

JOHN LEWIS NATIONAL 

TREASURE FUN DAY

John Lewis, The Mall, Cribbs 

Causeway, Bristol, BS34 5DG, 9am, 

www.johnlewis.com • Celebrate 

the Great British Summer in-store 

with live music, free face painting, 

balloon twisting, fashion and 

beauty shows, treasure hunt and 

more. 0117 959 1100, 9am-8pm, 

free.

SAT 22 JUL

LEGO WORKSHOP

Victoria Art Gallery, Bridge St, 

Bath, BA2 4AT, 10:30am, www.

victoriagal.org.uk • Celebrate the 

opening of the ‘Here be Dragons’ 

exhibition by helping to build a 

giant Lego mosaic. Children will 

jointly build an artwork to go in the 

show - Cressida Cowell’s very own 

Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus. 

01225 477233, 10.30am-4.30pm, 

included in standard admission 

prices.

SAT 22-SUN 23 JUL

JOHN KING TRIPS

M Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping 

Rd, Bristol, BS1 4RN, 10am, www.

bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed • 

Take a trip on the harbour on the 

Morph is still naughty at 40, The Mall, 

Cribbs Causway, Bristol, until Tue 5 Sep. 

Pic Jon Chamberlain
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Save even more on
school essentials at
Clarks Village.
Enjoy up to 60% off
every day on shiny
new shoes, clothing,
sportswear and more.

1 mile from Glastonbury

Make your own 
wildlife film

This 
summer 
you can 
become 
a wildlife 
film-
maker and 
create your own wetland wildlife movie 

at WWT Slimbridge Wetland 
Centre. Capture the drama of nature or your Wildlife Ranger fun on your phone. Download a free app on your smartphone or use a Facebook or Instagram slide show to create your very own nature video. 

Share it with Slimbridge and all your friends and you’ll be in with a chance of winning a fantastic prize including £250 in WWT vouchers. There are two separate categories: Dusty’s Wildlife Ranger’s Best Day Ever, showcasing all the family fun you had during your visit, and Wetlands Wildlife, capturing the beautiful birds, mammals, 
butterflies, plants and insects you find in the grounds and wild reserve.

The movie should be a maximum of 90 seconds long and can contain both still pictures and video content. Get creative, have fun and don’t forget to @wwtslimbridge and use the hashtag #loveslimbridge #bestdayever to enter.

Ffi: Slimbridge Wetland Centre W: www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/slimbridge

Crealy good fun
With more than 60 rides and attrac-tions, Crealy Adventure Park and Resort is offering you the chance to find your ‘wow’ this summer. Take a spin on The Twister rollercoaster, sail the seven seas on the Jolly Roger or cool down on a water ride like the Tidal Wave or Vortex.

For younger guests, The Junior Driving School, Honey Swing and Shark Bay rollercoaster offer exciting thrills while 75,000 sq. ft. of indoor soft play and the Animal Barn are per-fect for when the weather takes a turn.An all-new High Dive Show from the USA is also set to wow the crowds as the troupe perform intricate and tricky dives from 120ft into a small pool below (Mon-Sat throughout the summer). Pop in the Park on Sundays, meanwhile, will see some of the UK’s top tribute acts take to the Crealy stage throughout the summer. 
Visit the website to save up the 20% on bookings.

Ffi: Crealy Adventure Park and Resort W: crealy.co.uk

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Support Parkinson’s 
research!

Families in Bristol 
are being asked 
to pick up the 
pace against 
Parkinson’s this 
year at Walk/Run 
for Parkinson’s 
at Ashton Court on Sunday 3 September. Walk/Run for Parkinson’s offers the opportunity for people of all ages and abilities to get involved in a fun and active day out whilst helping the charity step ever closer to a cure. There are a range of distances on offer to suit everyone, including a 1.2 mile and 4 mile walk and a 5K and 10K run.

As well as walkers and runners, the charity is on the look-out for volun-teers to help register people in the start/finish area or to be a marshal at various points on the route during the day.
You can find out more and sign up to walk, run or volunteer by visiting the website, emailing or calling. 

Ffi: Parkinson’s UK T: 0207 963 9367 E: fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk W: www.parkinsons.org.uk/ashtoncourt 

Good sports
Children and young 
people are our future 
and Team Bath 
believes that they 
should have every 
opportunity to enjoy 
sport in a fun and 
safe environment. 
During the school 
term breaks, Team 
Bath Tribe delivers 
academies and camps for talented, developing, aspiring and novice 
performers. Sport-specific camps in hockey, badminton, netball, trampolin-ing and athletics are run during the year with qualified coaches providing a fun and progressive environment to learn new skills and attempt new activities. The 2017 summer camps start on Monday 24 July, run for five weeks and are for ages 2-14 years. All of the activities take place at the inspi-rational Sports Training Village at the University of Bath. 

Ffi: Team Bath Tribe 
T: 01225 386915 E: tribe@bath.ac.uk W: www.teambath.com/tribe-schools

Potts of fun
At Paintpotts 
in Thornbury 
children can 
choose from a 
wide range of 
items to paint 
– mugs, plates 
and bowls, 
money banks, 
trinket boxes, even fighter jets and unicorns. With a range of bright colours and an assort-ment of brushes, stampers and sten-cils, all the family can get involved.

The studio has a contemporary feel and great atmosphere. Staff are friendly and attentive and will help if you want hand and footprints on items too. There is a café serving paninis, children’s lunches, coffee and cake and two popular toddler play areas. Paintpotts is also a great venue for children’s parties.
If your children enjoy art, they will love Paintpotts’ after-school Art Club where they can gain confidence in creative expression, try something new, develop their artistic skills and record their work in a personal journal. Art Club is on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in term time and on Wednesdays at 11am dur-ing the school summer holidays.

 
Ffi: Paintpotts T: 01454 419723 E: mail@paintpotts.co.uk 
W: www.paintpotts.co.uk

Bowood’s 
busy summer
Tractor Ted’s Diggers 
and Dumpers week-
end (Saturday 19 and 
Sunday 20 August) will 
spearhead this summer’s fun for all the family at Wiltshire’s Bowood House and Gardens. Discovering big construction and farm machinery at close quarters, MJ Church Ltd’s arena displays of vehi-cles in action, welly-wanging, tractor and trailer rides and a visit to Tractor Ted’s Little Farm are among the vari-ous farm-related activities being fea-tured across the two days (11am-5pm, entrance included in admission price.)Another treat will be the August bank holiday’s Great British Food Festival (Saturday 26-Monday 28 August, www.greatbritishfoodfestival.com), while earlier in the month there’s Saturday 5’s open-air Classic Ibiza Concert and Sunday 6’s Great British Prom (www.revival-productions.co.uk). 
Across the summer, Bowood’s 

2,000-acre Capability Brown park-land, adventure playground, walled garden guided tours and ‘Priestley & Patronage’ exhibition bring added daily lures for all ages as Bowood House and Gardens’ open season runs through to 1 November.

Ffi: Bowood House and Gardens T: 01249 812102 
W: www.bowood.org/bowood-house
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Make your own 
wildlife film

This 
summer 
you can 
become 
a wildlife 
film-
maker and 
create your own wetland wildlife movie 

at WWT Slimbridge Wetland 
Centre. Capture the drama of nature or your Wildlife Ranger fun on your phone. Download a free app on your smartphone or use a Facebook or Instagram slide show to create your very own nature video. 

Share it with Slimbridge and all your friends and you’ll be in with a chance of winning a fantastic prize including £250 in WWT vouchers. There are two separate categories: Dusty’s Wildlife Ranger’s Best Day Ever, showcasing all the family fun you had during your visit, and Wetlands Wildlife, capturing the beautiful birds, mammals, 
butterflies, plants and insects you find in the grounds and wild reserve.

The movie should be a maximum of 90 seconds long and can contain both still pictures and video content. Get creative, have fun and don’t forget to @wwtslimbridge and use the hashtag #loveslimbridge #bestdayever to enter.

Ffi: Slimbridge Wetland Centre W: www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/slimbridge

Crealy good fun
With more than 60 rides and attrac-tions, Crealy Adventure Park and Resort is offering you the chance to find your ‘wow’ this summer. Take a spin on The Twister rollercoaster, sail the seven seas on the Jolly Roger or cool down on a water ride like the Tidal Wave or Vortex.

For younger guests, The Junior Driving School, Honey Swing and Shark Bay rollercoaster offer exciting thrills while 75,000 sq. ft. of indoor soft play and the Animal Barn are per-fect for when the weather takes a turn.An all-new High Dive Show from the USA is also set to wow the crowds as the troupe perform intricate and tricky dives from 120ft into a small pool below (Mon-Sat throughout the summer). Pop in the Park on Sundays, meanwhile, will see some of the UK’s top tribute acts take to the Crealy stage throughout the summer. 
Visit the website to save up the 20% on bookings.

Ffi: Crealy Adventure Park and Resort W: crealy.co.uk
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Support Parkinson’s 
research!

Families in Bristol 
are being asked 
to pick up the 
pace against 
Parkinson’s this 
year at Walk/Run 
for Parkinson’s 
at Ashton Court on Sunday 3 September. Walk/Run for Parkinson’s offers the opportunity for people of all ages and abilities to get involved in a fun and active day out whilst helping the charity step ever closer to a cure. There are a range of distances on offer to suit everyone, including a 1.2 mile and 4 mile walk and a 5K and 10K run.

As well as walkers and runners, the charity is on the look-out for volun-teers to help register people in the start/finish area or to be a marshal at various points on the route during the day.
You can find out more and sign up to walk, run or volunteer by visiting the website, emailing or calling. 

Ffi: Parkinson’s UK T: 0207 963 9367 E: fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk W: www.parkinsons.org.uk/ashtoncourt 

Good sports
Children and young 
people are our future 
and Team Bath 
believes that they 
should have every 
opportunity to enjoy 
sport in a fun and 
safe environment. 
During the school 
term breaks, Team 
Bath Tribe delivers 
academies and camps for talented, developing, aspiring and novice 
performers. Sport-specific camps in hockey, badminton, netball, trampolin-ing and athletics are run during the year with qualified coaches providing a fun and progressive environment to learn new skills and attempt new activities. The 2017 summer camps start on Monday 24 July, run for five weeks and are for ages 2-14 years. All of the activities take place at the inspi-rational Sports Training Village at the University of Bath. 

Ffi: Team Bath Tribe 
T: 01225 386915 E: tribe@bath.ac.uk W: www.teambath.com/tribe-schools

academies and camps for talented, 

Families in Bristol 
are being asked 
to pick up the 
pace against 
Parkinson’s this 
year at Walk/Run 
for Parkinson’s 
at Ashton Court 

Potts of fun
At Paintpotts 
in Thornbury 
children can 
choose from a 
wide range of 
items to paint 
– mugs, plates 
and bowls, 
money banks, 
trinket boxes, even fighter jets and unicorns. With a range of bright colours and an assort-ment of brushes, stampers and sten-cils, all the family can get involved.

The studio has a contemporary feel and great atmosphere. Staff are friendly and attentive and will help if you want hand and footprints on items too. There is a café serving paninis, children’s lunches, coffee and cake and two popular toddler play areas. Paintpotts is also a great venue for children’s parties.
If your children enjoy art, they will love Paintpotts’ after-school Art Club where they can gain confidence in creative expression, try something new, develop their artistic skills and record their work in a personal journal. Art Club is on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in term time and on Wednesdays at 11am dur-ing the school summer holidays.

 
Ffi: Paintpotts T: 01454 419723 E: mail@paintpotts.co.uk 
W: www.paintpotts.co.uk

At Paintpotts 
in Thornbury 
children can 
choose from a 
wide range of 
items to paint 
– mugs, plates 
and bowls, 
money banks, 
trinket boxes, even fighter jets and unicorns. With a 

Bowood’s 
busy summer
Tractor Ted’s Diggers 
and Dumpers week-
end (Saturday 19 and 
Sunday 20 August) will 
spearhead this summer’s fun for all the family at Wiltshire’s Bowood House and Gardens. Discovering big construction and farm machinery at close quarters, MJ Church Ltd’s arena displays of vehi-cles in action, welly-wanging, tractor and trailer rides and a visit to Tractor Ted’s Little Farm are among the vari-ous farm-related activities being fea-tured across the two days (11am-5pm, entrance included in admission price.)Another treat will be the August bank holiday’s Great British Food Festival (Saturday 26-Monday 28 August, www.greatbritishfoodfestival.com), while earlier in the month there’s Saturday 5’s open-air Classic Ibiza Concert and Sunday 6’s Great British Prom (www.revival-productions.co.uk). 
Across the summer, Bowood’s 

2,000-acre Capability Brown park-land, adventure playground, walled garden guided tours and ‘Priestley & Patronage’ exhibition bring added daily lures for all ages as Bowood House and Gardens’ open season runs through to 1 November.

Ffi: Bowood House and Gardens T: 01249 812102 
W: www.bowood.org/bowood-house
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UK and Ireland, is a strong 

advocate for keeping children’s 

minds engaged and nimble over 

the summer months to facilitate 

a confident and relaxed re-entry 

into the new school year. Summer 

can be the ideal opportunity to 

build or boost children’s maths 

and English competency and flu-

ency, to which end Kumon recom-

mends around 30 minutes of daily 

worksheet study for students of 

all ages. Research shows that chil-

dren typically experience learning 

loss when exposed to extended 

breaks from school activity, 

with students losing around two 

months of learning in both maths 

and reading skills.  

“Like musicians and athletes, 

maintaining practice levels in 

study skills is often key to high 

performance and achievement,” 

comments Guy Flower, Kumon’s 

brand manager. “Keeping children 

reading and engaged with maths 

throughout the summer not only 

helps to build a longstanding love 

of learning and positive study 

ethos, but can also help to make 

returning to school a lot less 

daunting, particularly for less con-

fident learners.” 
The Kumon Maths and English 

Study Programmes build skills 

through worksheets tailored for 

each child’s academic level, ensur-

ing that they continue to progress 

throughout the long summer 

break. Children can begin Kumon 

study as early as age two with 

fun, colourful and engaging work-

sheets which become 

more challenging as students 

move up through the levels. They 

continue to work on current levels 

until they have fully mastered 

each concept before moving up 

to the next level. Learners are 

encouraged to resolve and answer 

questions by themselves to enable 

independent learning and prob-

lem solving. 
“We really see a difference in the 

ability of students that continue 

with their Kumon study over the 

summer,” Guy reveals. “We would 

strongly recommend that all par-

ents strive to keep their children’s 

minds active over the school 

break by engaging them with 

exciting books and finding educa-

tional games and exercises – or by 

enrolling them on a Kumon study 

programme. Maintaining fluency 

in things like times tables, depend-

ing on the child’s age, is also very 

beneficial. 

READ DAILY
“Every day can be a learning day 

for children, whether they are 

going to school or not, and it’s 

about finding ways to engage 

them to help progress their abil-

ities. Through practice, children 

will find things like maths and 

English easier and will be more 

confident learners in general. 

This has a huge knock-on effect 

on their self-esteem and in 

developing a positive approach 

to learning and school.” 

Dr Leopold E. Chaligha,  

Kumon’s tutor in the Westbury-

on-Trym area, suggests parents 

and children plan ahead. “As 

the holidays are approaching, 

take advantage of the extra time 

off from school to catch up and 

enable the children to go ahead 

of their school age,” he says. 

If, however, your child has had a 

complete break from academic 

learning over the summer, the 

best way to prepare for re-

immersion into school life is to 

resume academic activities in 

the last week of the holidays. 

“Make sure they read daily and 

work on their times tables for 

two to three minutes a day,” Dr 

Chaligha recommends. “This 

prepares their minds for the 

more intensive work that the 

return to school will present. 

Once back at school, continue 

with learning activities at home, 

offering children a sufficient 

amount of breaks to help them 

adjust to their new routine.”

 
John Lewis Cribbs Causeway 

T: 0117 959 1100 W: www.john-

lewis.com/our-shops/cribbs-

causeway  
John Lewis shoe-fitting serv-

ice W: www.johnlewis.com/our-

services/childrens-shoe-fitting-

service 
School Togs (Nailsea) W: www.

schooltogsnailsea.co.uk/ 

SoleLution (Portishead) T: 

01275 843399 W: www.solelu-

tion.co.uk/ 
Famous School Branches 

(Henleaze  & Bedminster, Bristol) 

W: store.famousbranches.com

Kumon T: 0800 854714 W: www.

kumon.co.uk/find-a-tutor/cities-

with-study-centres/bristol.htm

Shoe goes there 
Tips for shoe sizing from Portishead’s SoleLution

 
 •  Always ensure that a trained fitter measures, fits and checks 

your child’s shoes.

 •  Foot growth is sporadic. Regular checks are important (at this 

stage every six to eight weeks is recommended). If you’re unsure, 

pop in.
 •  Every shoe is different - there’s no standard fitting. SoleLution-

trained fitters use a gauge as a guide, plus in-depth knowledge of 

the stock to ensure a perfect fit.

 • Never let your child wear the shoes out of the shop. It’s far better 

to let them try them out at home with socks and on carpet. Inspect 

their feet afterwards. If you’re not happy with the fit, you can return 

the shoes for an exchange or refund.

When the summer’s gone (cont)

sheets which become Pic: Kumon
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A
longside the beach 

holidays, camping 

weekends, bike rides 

and days spent simply 

pottering about, summertime 

also means something different 

for tens of thousands of parents: 

preparing their children for the 

new school year. Some will be 

returning to a familiar school; 

others will be making a key 

transition, from 

preschool to primary or primary 

to secondary; others still will be 

taking their very first steps on 

the education ladder. So how 

can parents and pupils best 

prepare for the return to – or 

indeed the very beginning of – 

school? 
Firstly, there are a whole host of 

practical steps to take to ensure 

that your son or daughter is 

properly kitted out for the new 

school year. 
When it comes to sourcing a 

fresh new uniform in the right 

size for growing young learners, 

there’s a wide range of choices 

from specialist school uniform 

shops through to the children’s 

clothes sections of most 

supermarkets or department 

stores. John Lewis, for example, 

claims to have a market-

leading uniform service with 

designs which promise extra 

protection and clever finishing 

touches. Each piece is designed 

to last, look great and make 

maintenance easy, says the 

store. It even stocks a renewably 

sourced Teflon EcoElite fabric 

protector to help protect 

clothing from spills, stains and 

the myriad messy mishaps 

children encounter daily. 

John Lewis also provides its 

own shoe sizing service, with 

the store’s fitters trained by 

either Clarks or Start-rite. They 

can advise you on the best 

shoe style and brand for your 

child, while its branch at Cribbs 

Causeway, Bristol, is running an 

offer on school shoes between 

July 15 and August 20.

Among other local uniform 

suppliers, Famous School 

Branches has schoolwear and 

sportswear shops in Henleaze 

and Bedminster, Bristol. The 

company also supplies and man-

age a number of independent 

school shops, generally located 

on the school premises, offer-

ing both school and parent the 

convenience and flexibility of 

a one-stop shop. Other lead-

ing uniform suppliers include 

Nailsea’s School Togs and, for 

shoes, SoleLution in Portishead.  

ENGAGED MINDS

Of course, the correct uniform, 

sports kit, pencil case and easy-

iron labels are only half the 

story when it comes to prepar-

ing your children for the new 

school year.
Kumon, perhaps the larg-

est supplementary education 
provider in the 

When the 
summer’s gone
It seems a long way off but you’ll be preparing for the new academic year 

in no time. From name tags to number exercises, Steve Wright runs 

through the essential items for a happy return to school

transition, from clothing from spills, stains and 

Wear to 
start

A complete school uniform 

checklist, courtesy of John 

Lewis 

GIRLS
3-4 shirts/blouses /polo 

shirts
2 skirts/pinafores/dresses

2 pairs of trousers and/

or shorts
2 summer dresses
2 jumpers and/or cardigans

2 ties (school bespoke, or 

from shop collection)

1 blazer 
 
BOYS
3-4 shirts/polo shirts

2 sweatshirts/jumpers

2 pairs of trousers, 1 pair 

of shorts
2 ties (school bespoke, or 

from shop collection) 

1 blazer

OTHER KEY SUPPLIES 

PE kits 
Stationery, pencil case 

School bag/book bag

Name tags – iron-on, sew-on 

or peel and stick

provider in the 

Pic: Kumon

“Keeping chil-
dren reading and 
engaged with 
maths through-
out the summer 
not only builds a 
longstanding love 
of learning but 
also helps to make 
returning to school 
a lot less daunting.”
Guy Flower, 
Kumon
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Thursday 
28 September 

Thursday 
28 September 

Thursday 

2017 
This will be a great opportunity to visit his will be a great opportunity to visit the Academy, meet students and staff the Academy, meet students and staff 

and enjoy some exciting activities. and enjoy some exciting activities. and enjoy some exciting activities. 
The Principal will also give a The Principal will also give a The Principal will also give a The Principal will also give a 

presentation during the evening.presentation during the evening.

Autumn Open Evening

“Pupils are 
able to thrive

and become 
confident young 

people
confident young 

people
confident young 

 at the confident young 
 at the confident young 

Academy”

       0117 986 4791 
       contactus@broadlandsacademy.org
       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31
www.broadlandsacademy.org
Broadlands Academy, St Francis Road, Keynsham, Bristol BS31 2DY

       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31       @BroadlandsBS31

       0117 986 4791 
       contactus@broadlandsacademy.org       contactus@broadlandsacademy.org

BUS ROUTES FOR:BS4, BS14,BS15 &BS30

WHOLE SCHOOL 
OPEN MORNING

Saturday 23rd September 2017, 9.30AM-12.00PM
Register online at www.colstons.org 

Email: admissions@colstons.org    Telephone: 0117 965 5207
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UK and Ireland, is a strong 
advocate for keeping children’s 
minds engaged and nimble over 
the summer months to facilitate 
a confident and relaxed re-entry 
into the new school year. Summer can be the ideal opportunity to 
build or boost children’s maths 
and English competency and flu-
ency, to which end Kumon recom-mends around 30 minutes of daily worksheet study for students of 
all ages. Research shows that chil-dren typically experience learning loss when exposed to extended 
breaks from school activity, 
with students losing around two 
months of learning in both maths and reading skills.  
“Like musicians and athletes, 
maintaining practice levels in 
study skills is often key to high 
performance and achievement,” 
comments Guy Flower, Kumon’s 
brand manager. “Keeping children reading and engaged with maths throughout the summer not only helps to build a longstanding love of learning and positive study 
ethos, but can also help to make 
returning to school a lot less 

daunting, particularly for less con-fident learners.” 
The Kumon Maths and English 
Study Programmes build skills 
through worksheets tailored for 
each child’s academic level, ensur-ing that they continue to progress throughout the long summer 
break. Children can begin Kumon study as early as age two with 
fun, colourful and engaging work-

sheets which become 
more challenging as students 
move up through the levels. They continue to work on current levels until they have fully mastered 
each concept before moving up 
to the next level. Learners are 
encouraged to resolve and answer questions by themselves to enable independent learning and prob-
lem solving. 
“We really see a difference in the ability of students that continue 
with their Kumon study over the 
summer,” Guy reveals. “We would strongly recommend that all par-
ents strive to keep their children’s minds active over the school 
break by engaging them with 
exciting books and finding educa-tional games and exercises – or by enrolling them on a Kumon study programme. Maintaining fluency in things like times tables, depend-ing on the child’s age, is also very beneficial. 

READ DAILY
“Every day can be a learning day for children, whether they are 
going to school or not, and it’s 
about finding ways to engage 
them to help progress their abil-ities. Through practice, children will find things like maths and 

English easier and will be more confident learners in general. 
This has a huge knock-on effect on their self-esteem and in 
developing a positive approach to learning and school.” 
Dr Leopold E. Chaligha,  
Kumon’s tutor in the Westbury-
on-Trym area, suggests parents and children plan ahead. “As 
the holidays are approaching, 
take advantage of the extra time off from school to catch up and enable the children to go ahead of their school age,” he says. 
If, however, your child has had a complete break from academic learning over the summer, the 
best way to prepare for re-
immersion into school life is to 
resume academic activities in 
the last week of the holidays. 
“Make sure they read daily and work on their times tables for 
two to three minutes a day,” Dr Chaligha recommends. “This 
prepares their minds for the 
more intensive work that the 
return to school will present. 
Once back at school, continue 
with learning activities at home, offering children a sufficient 
amount of breaks to help them adjust to their new routine.”
 
John Lewis Cribbs Causeway T: 0117 959 1100 W: www.john-
lewis.com/our-shops/cribbs-
causeway  
John Lewis shoe-fitting serv-ice W: www.johnlewis.com/our-
services/childrens-shoe-fitting-
service 
School Togs (Nailsea) W: www.
schooltogsnailsea.co.uk/ 
SoleLution (Portishead) T: 
01275 843399 W: www.solelu-
tion.co.uk/ 
Famous School Branches 
(Henleaze  & Bedminster, Bristol) W: store.famousbranches.com
Kumon T: 0800 854714 W: www.kumon.co.uk/find-a-tutor/cities-with-study-centres/bristol.htm

Shoe goes there 
Tips for shoe sizing from Portishead’s SoleLution 
 •  Always ensure that a trained fitter measures, fits and checks your child’s shoes.
 •  Foot growth is sporadic. Regular checks are important (at this stage every six to eight weeks is recommended). If you’re unsure, pop in.
 •  Every shoe is different - there’s no standard fitting. SoleLution-trained fitters use a gauge as a guide, plus in-depth knowledge of the stock to ensure a perfect fit.
 • Never let your child wear the shoes out of the shop. It’s far better to let them try them out at home with socks and on carpet. Inspect their feet afterwards. If you’re not happy with the fit, you can return the shoes for an exchange or refund.

When the summer’s gone (cont)
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Settling down with a good book might not be every child’s idea of summer fun but it’s important to keep reading on the ‘to-do’ list, writes Eric Blair

The long school summer 
holidays are something 
that nearly all children 
look forward to – more 

so, perhaps, than their parents. 
The six-week break away from 
the classroom, however, can 
have a negative impact on learn-
ing, with children’s progress not 
merely getting put on hold, but 
actually going into reverse. This 
phenomenon – known as the sum-mer slump or summer learning 
loss – has long been recognised 
by teachers and often results in 
schools having to spend the first 
few weeks of the new school year simply bringing pupils back up to the level they were at before they went on holiday. 

Where reading in particular is 
concerned, children can lose as 
much as 30% of their skills over 
the holidays, largely because the summer offers numerous dis-
tractions, whether at the beach, 
in the park, at home or online. 
Fortunately, it is relatively easy 
to prevent this particular slump 
and, indeed, ensure that children continue to make progress in read-ing during the summer. It’s been 
shown, in fact, that reading just 
four or five books over the break – that’s fewer than one a week – will have this effect. And yet, the prob-lem remains: how do you encour-
age children to read when there 
are so many other things they can do in this long spell of free time?

Some parents, of course, resort to drastic measures – such as 
out-and-out bribery or restricting the time children spend on the 
internet or computer games – but these aren’t necessarily as effec-
tive as more posi-

tive steps to encourage reading. 
Indeed, computers and mobile 
phones can be enlisted to help 
reading via e-books and interac-
tive reading and storytelling apps, of which there are now many. 
Alternatively, you might want to 
set aside a specific time each day for reading - maybe taking it in 
turns to read aloud – or plan your holiday reading together so that 
you are leading by example. Above all, it’s about providing children 
with lots of options by offering 
them a range of books for them to choose from themselves – perhaps by organising regular trips to the local library.

Many of those libraries, in 
fact, are taking part in this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Run by The Reading Agency, the chal-
lenge involves around 750,000 
young readers each year, encour-

aging them to borrow six library 
books and read them over the 
summer. There are rewards for 
every title finished and a certifi-
cate at the end for all those who 
complete the challenge. This year the theme is ‘animal agents’ and 
so children taking part will receive a detective folder in which they 
can collect the clues that will help them solve a mystery in their 
library. 

The Summer Reading Challenge website also includes short 
films of celebrities reading 
from their favourite children’s 
books, information about 
favourite authors, book-
related games and a ‘book 
sorter’ which helps children 
find titles they’ll enjoy in a 
range of categories from 
factual to fantasy, adventure 
stories to animal tales. 

There’s certainly no short-
age of choice. Books 

which look likely to be amongst 
the favourites for primary-aged 
children this summer include 
Neil Gaiman’s recently published ‘Cinnamon’ about a princess 
born with pearls for eyes and 
Michael Buckley’s tales of two 
girls sent to live with their scatty 
gran in his long-running series 
‘The Sisters Grimm’. Younger 
children will enjoy new titles like 
David Melling’s ‘Just Like My Dad’ – about a lion cub who wants to 
be … well, just like his dad – while 
Philip Ardagh’s ‘Norman the 
Norman from Normandy’ is a 
laugh-out-loud historical tale that bridges the gap between picture 
books and short novels. Adrian 
Edmundson’s new novel, ‘Tilly and the Time Machine’, meanwhile, 
should appeal to developing 
readers as a gently comic adven-
ture yarn about a young girl and 
her scientist father and David 
Almond’s ‘The Tale of Angelino 
Brown’ is the heart-warming story of a bus driver who finds a tiny 
angel in his pocket and looks set 
to become one of the hits of the 
summer.

Ffi: Summer Reading Challenge W: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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Just Like My Daddy - David Melling (Hodder, £6.99)
I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see him in quite the same light and says he is already like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 
beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 
abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind this selection. They have certainly kept me entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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Just Like My Daddy - (Hodder, £6.99)
I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see him in quite the same light and says he is already like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled when a message from the professor pops up offering a lie detector. He buys it, with literally  shocking results — a shock down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and become extremely polite and well behaved. Making a surprising new friend who has also bought a power they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they evade being changed and get everyone back to normal before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of suspenseful moments. Full length novel.

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley (Amulet, £5.99)
After being in several unhappy children’s homes, orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina 

is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy stories were really histories and characters from them were living in disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious 
ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, not at all like his warrior father - Great Big Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. He managed to kill 7 of them, but the remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very 
big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 

many intentional good deeds. This book should come with a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect 
bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         Bert is having an ordinary day driving his bus with the usual aggravations until an angel appears in his pocket. Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 
except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 
master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 
Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 
brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  
This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 
as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 
charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 
readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 
of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 
were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 
him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 
found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 
the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 
This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 
to encourage newly developing readers.
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David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)                Bert is having an ordinary day driving 

and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and 
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Dylan and the Deadly Dimension - Mark Bardwell (Everything With Words, £7.99)
Finding a snake in 
his bathroom is just 
the fi rst in an ever 
extending line of 
weird events to befall Dylan. Meeting Rollo, whose appearance shows he isn’t human, alerts Dylan to the existence of other dimensions and the possibility of traveling between them. His travels reveal the imminent arrival of the Deadly Dimension which devours everything in its wake. It must be stopped, but how? The odd bookshop with its sinister owner seems to be involved. Will Dylan work out what is happening in time to save the world? This is an exciting story full of humour, twists and turns, weird dimensions and characters. Fair size print, full length novel.

Finding a snake in 
his bathroom is just 
the fi rst in an ever 
extending line of 
weird events to befall Dylan. Meeting Rollo, whose appearance shows he isn’t human, alerts 

answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 
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Tilly and the Time Machine - Adrian 
Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)When Tilly is woken in the middle of the night by a loud explosion she isn’t surprised it was caused by her scientist father, or that he calls her out to see his invention. Life has been a bit mad since her mother died. Learning he has built a Time Machine the only place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth birthday when her mum was alive.  But the machine goes wrong trapping her father in the past. Although young and small (but average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then go on an adventurous journey through time searching for her dad. Will she be able to bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, gentle story full of fun and touching moments, not to mention some interesting, though maybe not completely accurate, historical interludes! Fair size print and some pictures encourage newly developing readers onto medium length novels.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 
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Cinnamon - Neil Gaiman (Bloomsbury Hb, £12.99)Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made 
her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t 
speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 
a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 
wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.
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Just Like My Daddy - David Melling 

(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 

what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 

beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 

abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the 

tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any 

future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind 

this selection. They have certainly kept me 

entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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Just Like My Daddy - 

(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)

Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled 

when a message from the professor pops 

up offering a lie detector. He buys it, 

with literally  shocking results — a shock 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the 

unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful 

smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon 

comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and 

become extremely polite and well behaved. Making 

a surprising new friend who has also bought a power 

they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it 

is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they 

evade being changed and get everyone back to normal 

before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of 

suspenseful moments. Full length novel.
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The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley 

(Amulet, £5.99)

After being in several unhappy children’s homes, 

orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with 

their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, 

in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they 

had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina 

is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and 

tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy 

stories were really histories and characters from them were living in 

disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks 

for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they 

actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets 

out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which 

of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious 

ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining 

story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)

Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, 

not at all like his warrior father - Great Big 

Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had 

been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. 

He managed to kill 7 of them, but the 

remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with 

him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each 

buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very 

big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. 

When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he 

didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had 

no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword 

control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 

many intentional good deeds. This book should come with 

a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with 

laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect 

bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all 

ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown 

David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         

Bert is having an ordinary day driving 

his bus with the usual aggravations 

until an angel appears in his pocket. 

Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home 

to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him 

and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and 

enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 

except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 

master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 

Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 

brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  

This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 

as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 

charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 

of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)

A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying 

what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just 

calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and 

didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 

were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of 

answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 

him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 

found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 

the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 

This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 

to encourage newly developing readers.
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Dylan and the Deadly 

Dimension - Mark Bardwell 

(Everything With Words, £7.99)

Finding a snake in 

his bathroom is just 

the fi rst in an ever 

extending line of 

weird events to befall 

Dylan. Meeting Rollo, 

whose appearance 

shows he isn’t human, alerts 

Dylan to the existence of other 

dimensions and the possibility 

of traveling between them. His 

travels reveal the imminent arrival 

of the Deadly Dimension which 

devours everything in its wake. It 

must be stopped, but how? The 

odd bookshop with its sinister 

owner seems to be involved. Will 

Dylan work out what is happening 

in time to save the world? This is 

an exciting story full of humour, 

twists and turns, weird dimensions 

and characters. Fair size print, full 

length novel.
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Tilly and the Time 

Machine - Adrian 

Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)

When Tilly is woken in the 

middle of the night by a 

loud explosion she isn’t 

surprised it was caused 

by her scientist father, or that he calls her 

out to see his invention. Life has been a 

bit mad since her mother died. Learning 

he has built a Time Machine the only 

place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth 

birthday when her mum was alive.  But the 

machine goes wrong trapping her father 

in the past. Although young and small (but 

average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get 

her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to 

see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then 

go on an adventurous journey through time 

searching for her dad. Will she be able to 

bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, 

gentle story full of fun and touching 

moments, not to mention some interesting, 

though maybe not completely accurate, 

historical interludes! Fair size print and 

some pictures encourage newly developing 

readers onto medium length novels.
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Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made 

her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t 

speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents 

offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many 

tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering 

to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 

a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 

wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.
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(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 

what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 

beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 

abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the 

tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any 

future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind 

this selection. They have certainly kept me 

entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)

Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled 

when a message from the professor pops 

up offering a lie detector. He buys it, 

with literally  shocking results — a shock 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the 

unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful 

smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon 

comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and 

become extremely polite and well behaved. Making 

a surprising new friend who has also bought a power 

they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it 

is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they 

evade being changed and get everyone back to normal 

before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of 

suspenseful moments. Full length novel.
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The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley 

(Amulet, £5.99)

After being in several unhappy children’s homes, 

orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with 

their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, 

in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they 

had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina 

is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and 

tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy 

stories were really histories and characters from them were living in 

disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks 

for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they 

actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets 

out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which 

of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious 

ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining 

story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)

Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, 

not at all like his warrior father - Great Big 

Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had 

been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. 

He managed to kill 7 of them, but the 

remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with 

him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each 

buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very 

big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. 

When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he 

didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had 

no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword 

control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 

many intentional good deeds. This book should come with 

a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with 

laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect 

bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all 

ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown 

David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         

Bert is having an ordinary day driving 

his bus with the usual aggravations 

until an angel appears in his pocket. 

Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home 

to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him 

and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and 

enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 

except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 

master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 

Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 

brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  

This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 

as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 

charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 

of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)

A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying 

what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just 

calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and 

didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 

were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of 

answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 

him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 

found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 

the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 

This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 

to encourage newly developing readers.
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Finding a snake in 

his bathroom is just 

the fi rst in an ever 

extending line of 

weird events to befall 

Dylan. Meeting Rollo, 

whose appearance 

shows he isn’t human, alerts 

Dylan to the existence of other 

dimensions and the possibility 

of traveling between them. His 

travels reveal the imminent arrival 

of the Deadly Dimension which 

devours everything in its wake. It 

must be stopped, but how? The 

odd bookshop with its sinister 

owner seems to be involved. Will 

Dylan work out what is happening 

in time to save the world? This is 

an exciting story full of humour, 

twists and turns, weird dimensions 

and characters. Fair size print, full 

length novel.
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Tilly and the Time 

Machine - Adrian 

Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)

When Tilly is woken in the 

middle of the night by a 

loud explosion she isn’t 

surprised it was caused 

by her scientist father, or that he calls her 

out to see his invention. Life has been a 

bit mad since her mother died. Learning 

he has built a Time Machine the only 

place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth 

birthday when her mum was alive.  But the 

machine goes wrong trapping her father 

in the past. Although young and small (but 

average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get 

her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to 

see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then 

go on an adventurous journey through time 

searching for her dad. Will she be able to 

bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, 

gentle story full of fun and touching 

moments, not to mention some interesting, 

though maybe not completely accurate, 

historical interludes! Fair size print and 

some pictures encourage newly developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Cinnamon - Neil Gaiman (Bloomsbury Hb, £12.99)

Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made 

her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t 

speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents 

offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many 

tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering 

to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 

a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 

wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.
to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

Just Like My Daddy - David Melling (Hodder, £6.99)
I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see him in quite the same light and says he is already like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 
beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 
abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind this selection. They have certainly kept me entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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Just Like My Daddy - (Hodder, £6.99)
I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see him in quite the same light and says he is already like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled when a message from the professor pops up offering a lie detector. He buys it, with literally  shocking results — a shock down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and become extremely polite and well behaved. Making a surprising new friend who has also bought a power they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they evade being changed and get everyone back to normal before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of suspenseful moments. Full length novel.

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley (Amulet, £5.99)
After being in several unhappy children’s homes, orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy stories were really histories and characters from them were living in disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, not at all like his warrior father - Great Big Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. He managed to kill 7 of them, but the remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 
many intentional good deeds. This book should come with a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         Bert is having an ordinary day driving his bus with the usual aggravations until an angel appears in his pocket. Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 
except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 
master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 
Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 
brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  
This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 
as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 
charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 
readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 
of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 
were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 
him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 
found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 
the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 
This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 
to encourage newly developing readers.
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Dylan and the Deadly Dimension - Mark Bardwell (Everything With Words, £7.99)
Finding a snake in 
his bathroom is just 
the fi rst in an ever 
extending line of 
weird events to befall Dylan. Meeting Rollo, whose appearance shows he isn’t human, alerts Dylan to the existence of other dimensions and the possibility of traveling between them. His travels reveal the imminent arrival of the Deadly Dimension which devours everything in its wake. It must be stopped, but how? The odd bookshop with its sinister owner seems to be involved. Will Dylan work out what is happening in time to save the world? This is an exciting story full of humour, twists and turns, weird dimensions and characters. Fair size print, full length novel.
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Tilly and the Time Machine - Adrian 
Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)When Tilly is woken in the middle of the night by a loud explosion she isn’t surprised it was caused by her scientist father, or that he calls her out to see his invention. Life has been a bit mad since her mother died. Learning he has built a Time Machine the only place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth birthday when her mum was alive.  But the machine goes wrong trapping her father in the past. Although young and small (but average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then go on an adventurous journey through time searching for her dad. Will she be able to bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, gentle story full of fun and touching moments, not to mention some interesting, though maybe not completely accurate, historical interludes! Fair size print and some pictures encourage newly developing readers onto medium length novels.
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Cinnamon - Neil Gaiman (Bloomsbury Hb, £12.99)Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 
very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 
a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 
wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.
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Just Like My Daddy - David Melling 

(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 

what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 

beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 

abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the 

tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any 

future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind 

this selection. They have certainly kept me 

entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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Just Like My Daddy - 

(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)

Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled 

when a message from the professor pops 

up offering a lie detector. He buys it, 

with literally  shocking results — a shock 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the 

unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful 

smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon 

comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and 

become extremely polite and well behaved. Making 

a surprising new friend who has also bought a power 

they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it 

is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they 

evade being changed and get everyone back to normal 

before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of 

suspenseful moments. Full length novel.

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley 

(Amulet, £5.99)

After being in several unhappy children’s homes, 

orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with 

their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, 

in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they 

had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina 

is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and 

tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy 

stories were really histories and characters from them were living in 

disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks 

for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they 

actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets 

out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which 

of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious 

ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining 

story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)

Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, 

not at all like his warrior father - Great Big 

Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had 

been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. 

He managed to kill 7 of them, but the 

remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with 

him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each 

buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very 

big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. 

When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he 

didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had 

no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword 

control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 

many intentional good deeds. This book should come with 

a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with 

laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect 

bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all 

ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown 

David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         

Bert is having an ordinary day driving 

his bus with the usual aggravations 

until an angel appears in his pocket. 

Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home 

to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him 

and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and 

enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 

except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 

master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 

Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 

brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  

This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 

as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 

charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 

of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)

A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying 

what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just 

calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and 

didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 

were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of 

answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 

him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 

found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 

the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 

This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 

to encourage newly developing readers.
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Dylan and the Deadly 

Dimension - Mark Bardwell 

(Everything With Words, £7.99)

Finding a snake in 

his bathroom is just 

the fi rst in an ever 

extending line of 

weird events to befall 

Dylan. Meeting Rollo, 

whose appearance 

shows he isn’t human, alerts 

Dylan to the existence of other 

dimensions and the possibility 

of traveling between them. His 

travels reveal the imminent arrival 

of the Deadly Dimension which 

devours everything in its wake. It 

must be stopped, but how? The 

odd bookshop with its sinister 

owner seems to be involved. Will 

Dylan work out what is happening 

in time to save the world? This is 

an exciting story full of humour, 

twists and turns, weird dimensions 

and characters. Fair size print, full 

length novel.
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answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 
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Tilly and the Time 

Machine - Adrian 

Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)

When Tilly is woken in the 

middle of the night by a 

loud explosion she isn’t 

surprised it was caused 

by her scientist father, or that he calls her 

out to see his invention. Life has been a 

bit mad since her mother died. Learning 

he has built a Time Machine the only 

place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth 

birthday when her mum was alive.  But the 

machine goes wrong trapping her father 

in the past. Although young and small (but 

average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get 

her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to 

see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then 

go on an adventurous journey through time 

searching for her dad. Will she be able to 

bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, 

gentle story full of fun and touching 

moments, not to mention some interesting, 

though maybe not completely accurate, 

historical interludes! Fair size print and 

some pictures encourage newly developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 
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Cinnamon - Neil Gaiman (Bloomsbury Hb, £12.99)

Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made 

her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t 

speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents 

offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many 

tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering 

to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 

a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 

wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

Just Like My Daddy - David Melling 

(Hodder, £6.99)

I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 

what daddy is really like, but he still looks gorgeous! This is a fantastic book for 

beginner or reluctant readers, great to read aloud and share, but equally fun for all 

abilities. I keep returning to it and laugh out loud every time.

Congratulations to Lauren Child who has become the 

tenth Children’s Laureate. I wonder if there are any 

future Laureates in the authors and illustrators behind 

this selection. They have certainly kept me 

entertained, I hope they will you as well.
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I love this book! The lion cub is very proud of his 

daddy and wants to grow up to be just like him: 

handsome, clever and brave. His mum doesn’t see 

him in quite the same light and says he is already 

like his daddy, especially when he lazes around! While the few 

sentences tell a simple story, the hilarious pictures paint a much fuller view of 
Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Jennifer Killick (Firefl y, £6.99)

Ready to be a super agent,  Alex is thrilled 

when a message from the professor pops 

up offering a lie detector. He buys it, 

with literally  shocking results — a shock 

down the phone into his ear enables him to tell when 

people are lying. This is useful for a spy, but it has the 

unfortunate side effect of his ear letting off an awful 

smell every time he hears a lie. His new power soon 

comes in useful when fellow pupils start to change and 

become extremely polite and well behaved. Making 

a surprising new friend who has also bought a power 

they discover a fi endish plot and must work out what it 

is, who is behind it and who the professor is. Can they 

evade being changed and get everyone back to normal 

before it is too late? This is a very funny story full of 

suspenseful moments. Full length novel.
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The Sisters Grimm - Michael Buckley 

(Amulet, £5.99)

After being in several unhappy children’s homes, 

orphans Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with 

their newly discovered grandmother, Relda Grimm, 

in Ferryport Landing, a very strange town. As they 

had been told their grandmother was dead, Sabrina 

is very suspicious, even more so when they meet. Relda is scatty and 

tells them they are descendants of the brothers Grimm whose fairy 

stories were really histories and characters from them were living in 

disguise in Ferryport. Convinced the woman is mad, Sabrina looks 

for an opportunity to run away, but Daphne likes her.  When they 

actually see a giant taking Relda, Sabrina realises the truth and sets 

out to rescue her. The sisters need help, but have to work out which 

of the fairytale characters they can trust. It might not be the obvious 

ones. There’s plenty of magic and plot twists in this entertaining 

story, fi rst in the reissued series. Fair size print, full length novel.

Norman the Norman from Normandy 

Philip Ardagh (Little Gems, £6.99)

Norman the Norman was small and clumsy, 

not at all like his warrior father - Great Big 

Norman. Sadly Great Big Norman had 

been killed in a fi ght against ten Bretons. 

He managed to kill 7 of them, but the 

remaining three killed him. They were so impressed with 

him they all wanted to bury him on their land - so each 

buried a third of him. Norman received Big Norman’s very 

big sword, which meant it was in extremely unsafe hands. 

When Norman set off to visit all of his father’s graves, he 

didn’t intend to avenge his father (particularly as he had 

no idea what that meant), but thanks to a lack of sword 

control, he ended up unknowingly doing just that, as well as 

many intentional good deeds. This book should come with 

a warning, it can cause severe face ache from crying with 

laughter. With large print and lots of pictures it is a perfect 

bridge from picture books to novels, and great fun for all 

ages and abilities.

The Tale of Angelino Brown 

David Almond (Walker Hb Brown, £10.99)         

Bert is having an ordinary day driving 

his bus with the usual aggravations 

until an angel appears in his pocket. 

Not knowing what else to do, he takes him home 

to his wife Betty who instantly falls in love with him 

and they name him  Angelino. He lights up their lives and 

enchants everyone he meets, having a positive effect on them — 

except perhaps Acting Head Teacher Mrs Mole — until a mysterious 

master of disguise keeps turning up with the aim of kidnapping 

Angelino for a mysterious ‘Boss’.  Mission  accomplished, some very 

brave children who have been captivated by Angelino go to his rescue.  

This is a heartwarming story full of gentle humour, as captivating 

as the title character, whose personality is further enhanced by the 

charming, expressive illustrations. Large print encourages developing 

readers onto medium length novels.

The Story of a Snail who Discovered the Importance 

of Being Slow - Luis Sepulveda (Alma, £7.99)

A colony of snails lived contentedly in a meadow, not worrying 

what might be beyond it. They didn’t bother about names, just 

calling each other ‘snail’, which could get confusing. One of them 

started to ask questions, such as why snails were so slow and 

didn’t have names when plants and other creatures did. The others 

were soon fed up with his questioning so he went in search of 

answers for himself. An advantageous meeting with a tortoise called Memory gave 

him the name Rebel and took him on a slow visit into the wider world.  There he 

found advantages in being slow and made startling revelations that would affect 

the whole colony. He had to return to warn them, but could he make them listen? 

This is a touching, thought provoking story. With fair size print and some pictures 

to encourage newly developing readers.
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Finding a snake in 

his bathroom is just 

the fi rst in an ever 

extending line of 

weird events to befall 

Dylan. Meeting Rollo, 

whose appearance 

shows he isn’t human, alerts 

Dylan to the existence of other 

dimensions and the possibility 

of traveling between them. His 

travels reveal the imminent arrival 

of the Deadly Dimension which 

devours everything in its wake. It 

must be stopped, but how? The 

odd bookshop with its sinister 

owner seems to be involved. Will 

Dylan work out what is happening 

in time to save the world? This is 

an exciting story full of humour, 

twists and turns, weird dimensions 

and characters. Fair size print, full 

length novel.
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Tilly and the Time 

Machine - Adrian 

Edmondson (Puffi n, £6.99)

When Tilly is woken in the 

middle of the night by a 

loud explosion she isn’t 

surprised it was caused 

by her scientist father, or that he calls her 

out to see his invention. Life has been a 

bit mad since her mother died. Learning 

he has built a Time Machine the only 

place Tilly wants to go is back to her sixth 

birthday when her mum was alive.  But the 

machine goes wrong trapping her father 

in the past. Although young and small (but 

average for her age!) it is up to Tilly to get 

her dad back. Home alone she fi rst has to 

see off thieves Macaulay Culkin style then 

go on an adventurous journey through time 

searching for her dad. Will she be able to 

bring him back? Find out in this hilarious, 

gentle story full of fun and touching 

moments, not to mention some interesting, 

though maybe not completely accurate, 

historical interludes! Fair size print and 

some pictures encourage newly developing 

readers onto medium length novels.
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Princess Cinnamon was born with pearls for eyes which made 

her look beautiful and meant she couldn’t see - but she didn’t 

speak either.  Not seeing any reason for this her parents 

offered a reward to anyone who could get her to talk. Many 

tried, but no one succeeded until a tiger turned up offering 

to help. Worried about her safety, but desperate, they gave him a chance. His 

very strange methods produced results, not all of which were expected. This is 

a beautiful picture book telling a lovely tale with more than one surprise. The 

wonderfully colourful, bold illustrations, add interesting details to the story.
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W
e know that physical 

exercise comes natu-

rally to children. And if 

you ever doubted that, 

just count the number of times 

you’ve seen a parent huffing and 

puffing down the street, burdened 

by shopping or a pushchair, in 

pursuit of a wayward toddler. The 

question is, how do you channel 

that enthusiasm into a formal 

activity, be that sport, dance, mar-

tial arts or PE? The structure of a 

sport (or similar), with all its built-

in training and reward systems, 

can provide invaluable, regular 

motivation to drag an unwilling 

infant away from the screen. 

Another question at the front 

of most parents’ minds, is, ‘Are 

you putting little Jez or Jessica 

on their first steps to becoming 

the next Serena Williams, Andy 

Murray, Mo Farrah, Tom Daley 

or Gareth Bale, and how do you 

encourage this process without 

putting too much pressure on 

them?’
Finally, how do you choose the 

right sport for your child, ensuring 

they stay engaged and most of all, 

enjoy it? For most parents there’s 

no correct answer to any of these 

questions. It’s a case of trying dif-

ferent activities to see what they 

enjoy, showing the regular com-

mitment where it’s required but 

recognising when an activity isn’t 

working and moving on to some-

thing else. While some children 

will find their activity immediately, 

others could take many false 

starts before finding something 

they’re comfortable with and, in 

time, start to thrive.

The holidays are a great time 

to get children interested in 

sports, whether that’s playing in 

a team for the first time or trying 

something completely different 

to activities they may have tried 

at school. A 2016 report in the 

British Journal of Sports Medicine 

found that taking part in sports or 

physical activity from a young age 

was not only good for brain devel-

opment, but helped to reduce 

conditions in adulthood such as 

diabetes. 
The chances are your child has 

already had some experience 

of a traditional team sport at 

school, such as football, netball 

or rounders. At around age six or 

seven children begin to develop 

the physical and mental traits 

they need to play organised 

sports, and playing in a team 

has many advantages including 

building confidence, developing 

social skills and learning to listen 

attentively, as well as the physical 

benefits.  
Ranked as the most popular 

sport in the world, football is 

often a popular choice for all 

ages, particularly if your family 

are football supporters and enjoy 

watching their  favourite team 

play. Curiosity and enthusiasm for 

the professional sport is a great 

start if your child is thinking about 

trying it out for themselves. 

There are, of course, many 

other team sports that may play 

to your child’s strengths, be it net-

ball, basketball, rounders, rugby 

or hockey. Don’t panic if you feel 

your son or daughter is too young 

to start a certain activity as most 

sports today are adept at design-

ing their training to appeal to the 

youngest children. For example, 

See over for more 

activity ideas

on their first steps to becoming 

All that energyRugbyTots

How do you choose the right sport or physical activity for your child? Are 

they team players or individualists; will they enjoy the cut and thrust of 

competition or thrive in arts and performance activities? Ellen White reports

Tennis with Team Bath
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School’s out for summer!  The sense 

of elation felt by children as they leave 

class for the last time  for six weeks 

is matched only by the dread some 

parents feel in knowing how quickly 

the novelty wears off. How will they 

prevent all that free time turning 

to boredom? Which is why we’ve  

explored ways your child can take up a new sport or 

physical pursuit, and how to ensure they thrive in their activity 

(P29). Don’t forget , of course, to check Roundabout (P.13) for 

lots of family event ideas, including the fab  South Glos Show.

Finally, sorry to ruin the relaxed mood but the holidays will 

fly by and you  know it makes sense to prepare children for 

the new school year, both practically and mentally (P.23).

 

Primary Times in Avon

Bristol News and Media, 1 Temple Way, Bristol, BS2 OBY.

More information at www.primarytimes.net

Editor                               Mike Gartside

                               mike.gartside@localworld.co.uk

Commercial director        Abbie Grant

                               abbie.grant@localworld.co.uk

                               0117 934 3626 

Advertising                             Caroline Stretton

                               caroline.stretton@localworld.co.uk

                               0117 934 3737  

Distribution                            Juliet Hobbs

                               juliet.hobbs@localworld.co.uk 

  01242 278053

Design                               Mike Gartside

Sub editor                                Eric Blair

Proof reader Ellen White

Main office                               0117 934 3000

PRIMARY TIMES

SUMMER HOLIDAY 2017     3

PRIMARY TIMES LISTINGS ARE NOW FULLY SEARCHABLE ONLINE

WWW.PRIMARYTIMES.NET/AVON

THEATRE P8

ROUNDABOUT P13

PINBOARD P33

ADVERTISING FEATURES P38

PUPILS’ PAGE P42

CLASSIFIEDS P45

 
READ ALL ABOUT IT P6

Bath Children’s Literature Festival previewed.

SUMMER’S ALMOST GONE P23

Steve Wright prepares for the school year. 

ALL THAT ENERGY P29

Ellen White on how to choose a sport or 

physical pursuit for your children.

of elation felt by children as they leave 

explored ways your child can take up a new sport or 

the editor

Primary Times is independently published and distributed free in Primary, Junior, Infant and Middle 

Schools throughout the former Avon area, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.  It is also available by 

subscription at £10 per year.

Its aims are to inform families and children of current educational issues, forthcoming events, 

courses and attractions, and to give teachers, pupils and parents the opportunity to participate in the 

magazine by adding to its contents or joining in the competitions which we run. It is NOT our intention 

to publish any racist, sexist or politically biased material whatsoever. We also undertake not to carry 

any advertising which we would consider to be offensive to young families or harmful to the best 

interests of young children.

While we make every effort to ensure information published is accurate, readers are encouraged to 

check details of all events in advance and neither Trinity Mirror Ltd nor its contributors are liable for 

the consequences of any errors.  Primary Times would like to thank all the schools in the counties for 

their assistance in distributing the magazine and their contributions to its contents. We would also like 

to thank all the advertisers who have supported this publication and therefore made it possible. Please 

support their endeavours when and where you can. The copyright on all written material, logos and 

advertising artwork produced by our studio remains with Trinity Mirror Ltd. 

Primary Times currently publishes more than two million copies per issue under franchise.

Find these amazing offers this issue!

Also
Ready for the new 

school year?

Choosing a sport

Reading: avoid the 

summer dip

Full event listings online 

now! Visit www.primarytimes.net/

avon

The South 

Gloucestershire 

Show has all 

the action this 

summer. 
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SS Great Britain -  Free 

Circus Workshops

Bristol Aquarium - Kids 

go free (see ad. for 

details)
Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm  -  

save with online booking

Bristol Zoo – 

‘Dinomania’ free with 

zoo admission

John Lewis – Free 

Jude’s ice cream with 

every pair of child’s 

shoes purchased (see 

ad. for details)
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the UK-wide Rugby Tots teaches 
classes from only two years old. 

Team sports have many positive points but of course they are not 
for everyone. Younger or more 
sensitive children might not enjoy the competitive element or pres-
sure of playing in a team, but there are plenty of other physical activi-ties they can enjoy. 

An individual sport such as 
swimming, tennis or martial arts 
doesn’t necessarily mean fewer 
opportunities for socialising. They may play or practice individually 
or in pairs but classes and, eventu-ally, competitions, will bring them together for interaction with other children so the many benefits of 
team sports still apply.

Individual sports can also be 
more beneficial for children who 
prefer to work at their own pace 
and set their own goals. Unlike 
playing in a team, a child can start learning at any age without the 
pressure to ‘catch up’.

Most children enjoy splash-
ing about in a pool or the sea, 
and learning to swim is a life 
skill most parents consider 
essential. “Swimming keeps 
your child’s heart and lungs 
healthy, improves flexibility and 
strength in all muscles, increases stamina and improves balance 
and posture,” says Marian Venn 
from Gloucestershire’s Big Wave 
Swim School. “It also provides 
challenges through badge 

schemes and 
later competitions that lead to 
self-confidence and belief in their abilities. Additionally, swimming is more accessible for children with special needs than most other 
sports.”

Racquet sports such as tennis, squash and badminton are popu-
lar options, and can be played 
indoors or outdoors (handy for the Great British weather). “Tennis 
helps develop agility, balance and coordination,” says Thomas Ellis 
from Team Bath Sports. “These 
skills are all vital building blocks 
for success and enjoyment in ten-nis and, because they are transfer-able, can be used in the majority of other sports and physical activity.” 

Racquet sports can 
still teach team 
building skills as 
well, but in smaller 
groups than foot-
ball or rugby. 

“Tennis is fan-
tastic to develop 
teamwork,” says 
Thomas. “Almost 
all of tennis is 
done in pairs 
which requires a 
great amount of 
cooperation as 
children throw 
and catch, throw 
and hit and then 
eventually rally 
together.” 

There are many fun physical 
activities you might not have 
considered as a ‘traditional’ 
sport. Classes including martial 
arts, gymnastics, ballet, climbing, horse-riding or even trampolining provide essential physical benefits and still offer opportunities to 
build upon skills or compete, if 
that’s your goal for your child.

A good instructor who shares 
your values is vital when it comes to choosing a sport or venue, 
Stephen Thompson from Kicx 
martial arts says, “We can help stu-dents on their journey to becoming champions, but that is not our 
focus. We aim to build the whole 
individual, and never to judge one person against the other.” 

While a child’s enjoyment is 
vital when it comes to choosing a 
type of physical activity, there are also several practical concerns 
to consider. Some sports can be 
demanding in terms of training 
and matches, include significant 
weekend commitments. Would 
this be a problem for your family’s schedule? Parents may be required to provide lifts, team snacks or vol-unteer coaching or supervision.

It’s also important to think 
about how much time your child 
can commit to, especially if they 
are younger. Exercise is important but becomes less enjoyable if 
there is too much pressure or not enough time left for family and 
friends. 

Cost is another factor, with 
some sports requiring uniforms, equipment and fees which can all add up. Many sports centres offer free trial sessions so you can see whether it’s something your child would enjoy before you commit to a whole course or term. You could even organise your own football team with other parents and 

children from your child’s class 
for a low-cost way to keep fit and strengthen friendships at school. 

Whatever you decide to try, 
don’t panic if your child wants to switch sport a few times; it may 
take several tries for children to 
figure out what kind of things 
they enjoy and are good at. Even if they decide not to stick with a 
certain activity it can still provide a good learning experience. So 
encourage the kids to grab their boots, swimming costume, racket or ball and most importantly - 
have fun. 
   
Splash Happy Swim School 
T: 01454 228817 
W: www.splash-happy.co.uk  
Waves Swim School 
T: 01275 856185 
W: www.wavesswimschool.co.uk  Swimstart  T: 01454 228102 
W: www.swimstart.com 
Team Bath Tennis 
T: 01225 386339 
W: www.teambath.com/sport/
tennis 
Horfield Leisure Centre 
T: 0117 9031643 W: www.everyo-neactive.com/centre/horfield-
leisure-centre 
Little Dancers T: 07803 173486 W: www.littledancersbath.co.uk
Rugby Tots 
W: www.rugbytots.co.uk
First Steps Soccer 
T:  07825994671 
W: www.firststepssoccer.com
City of Bristol Gymnastics 
Centre T: 0117 377 3420 
W: www.bristolgymnastics.co.uk

schemes and There are many fun physical 

City of Bristol Gymnastics Centre

All that energy

Racquet sports can 
still teach team 
building skills as 
well, but in smaller 
groups than foot
ball or rugby. 

tastic to develop 
teamwork,” says 
Thomas. “Almost 
all of tennis is 
done in pairs 
which requires a 
great amount of 
cooperation as 
children throw 
and catch, throw 

continued

First Steps Soccer
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FREE
kids fun
at Regent Circus
after your Cineworld

experience!
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Bubble the fun!
• The St Peter’s 
Hospice Bubble 
Rush is a 5K fun 
run with a differ-
ence – it features 
lots of coloured 
bubbles.

The Bubble 
Rush takes place 
on Saturday 16 
September at the 

North Somerset 
Showground, 
starting in a sea 

of bubbles and featuring foam-cannons at four bubble 

stations along the route. The 5K course is family-friendly and 

isn’t timed so participants can jog, walk, toddle or even dance 

through the foam, with every participant receiving a medal at the 

end. The most important thing is that everyone enjoys their time 

in the bubbles.
Sarah Poole, whose 52-year-old mum Ros was cared for by 

the hospice before she died earlier this year, is taking part in the 

Bubble Rush to raise money for the hospice. “There are no words 

to describe how much the hospice supported our family, it was 

incredible,” Sarah said. “I really wanted to do something to recog-

nise Mum and her amazing courage and to thank the wonderful 

staff who helped us all.”

St Peter’s Hospice is a Bristol charity caring for adults with 

life-limiting illnesses and supporting their families and loved 

ones. All of the care the hospice provides is free of charge but 

it costs around £19,000 a day to provide that care. For most 

of this money, the hospice relies on fundraising, gifts in wills, 

donations and its 50 charity shops.

Ffi: St Peter’s Hospice Bubble Rush 

W: www.stpetershospice.orgk

• The St Peter’s 
Hospice Bubble 
Rush is a 5K fun 
run with a differ
ence – it features 
lots of coloured 
bubbles.

Rush takes place 
on Saturday 16 
September at the 

North Somerset 
Showground, 
starting in a sea 

of bubbles and featuring foam-cannons at four bubble 

Here be dinosaurs … 
• They ruled The Earth for millions of years and now dinosaurs 

are making a comeback at Bristol Zoo Gardens … Eleven huge, life-

like animatronic dinosaurs will make the zoo their home for three 

months this summer, taking visitors on a journey that started 65 

million years ago. 
Among those waiting to be discovered around the zoo will be 

a Tyrannosaurus Rex, Stegoceras and Giganotosaurus as well 

as other ancient creatures, all of which will be brought to life 

using state-of-the-art technology and animatronics. They will be 

taking up residence alongside the zoo’s 400 animal species for a 

14-week summer exhibition from Saturday 27 May until Sunday 3 

September. 
This unique exhibition will offer visitors of all ages the chance 

to get up close to moving, roaring, hissing, growling and even 

water-spraying creatures they’ve only read about in books or seen 

in films. The exhibition and associated dinosaur-themed activities 

are free with zoo entry.

Bristol Zoo Gardens is a conservation and education charity and 

relies on the support of its visitors to fund its animal conservation 

work in the zoo and with endangered species around the world, 

which help save wildlife from going the same way as the dinosaurs 

– extinct.
Dinomania at Bristol Zoo Gardens opens on Saturday 27 May 

and is open every day until Sunday 3 September.

Ffi: Bristol Zoo Gardens 

T: 0117 974 7300 W: www.bristolzoo.org.uk
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Win tickets to Hoo-

Ha at Colston Hall! 
• Hold on to your party hats, Hoo-Ha Festival is back for the 

third year this August. Colston Hall comes alive for three 

days filled with music, mirth and rip-roaring fun for all the 

family. This year’s line-up includes kids’ TV legends Dick and 

Dom and Andy Day, Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes live, and 

there’s Mischief and Mysteries in Moominvalley. Alongside 

ticketed shows there’s also tons more fun to be had as the 

whole foyer building comes alive with free activities, shows 

on the foyer stage and spontaneous happenings. With more 

surprises in store around each corner, it’s time to boogie on 

down with your clan and join the Hoo-Ha party!

You can find out the full programme and book online at 

www.colstonhall.org/hoo-ha-2017, or call the box office on 

0117 203 4040.

Win four tickets to every main hall show at Hoo-Ha!

To be in with a chance of winning four tickets to all the main 

hall shows at Hoo-Ha! Children’s Festival between Tue 15-Thur 

17 August (Dick & Dom, Dino School and Colston Hall’s Nifty 

150 Birthday Bash), simply answer the following question.

Which one of these is NOT a real dinosaur?

a) Tyrannosaurus Rex

b) Diplodocus
c) Sillysaurus

Answers should be submitted via email with ‘Hoo-Ha compe-

tition’ as the subject to competitions@colstonhall.org Don’t 

forget to include your name and telephone number. Entries 

should be received by midday on Monday 7 August. Four win-

ners will be drawn at random and contacted that day.

Ffi:  Colston Hall T: 0117 203 4040 W: www.colstonhall.org

In the summertime
• There’s nothing quite like the Great British summer. It’s the time 

when eating ice cream by the seaside, spending long afternoons in 

packed-out parks and grabbing an umbrella (just in case) become 

national pastimes. In fact, you might even go so far as to say these 

staples of summer are our national treasures. John Lewis at Cribbs 

Causeway certainly thinks so and that’s why the store has brought 

together everything you need to enjoy afternoon tea, take days 

out in our ever-changing summer weather and make sure you’re 

dressed in the best of this season’s fashion.

In order to celebrate all these different aspects of summer, John 

Lewis has arranged two special in-store events for the whole fam-

ily to enjoy. There’ll be live music, free face painting and balloon 

twisting for children while grown-ups can enjoy fashion and beauty 

shows by personal stylists and beauty consultants and join a Kuoni 

treasure hunt, to name but a few of the activities on offer. There 

promises to be something for everyone and John Lewis is inviting 

every family to go along and join its National Treasures Fun Days 

in its Cribbs Causeway store on Saturday 22 July and Saturday 19 

August 2017.

Ffi:  John Lewis Cribbs Causeway National Treasures Fun Days, 

Saturday 22 July & Saturday 19 August 2017 W: www.johnlewis.

com/our-shops/cribbs-causeway
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Sat 5th & Sun 6th August
- Gates open 10:30am

Westerleigh BS37 8QZ
www.southglosshow.co.uk Creative Courage For Life

™

®

Singing, dancing and acting classes for  4 - 18 year olds, where students learn to embrace life with creativity and courage
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YATE &  
BRISTOL CENTRAL
0800 970 2456 
 

BATH
01249 655 900 

PORTISHEAD
0117 967 9659 
 

KEYNSHAM
0117 902 8925 

BE
GOOD
AT
BEING
YOURSELF

BRISTOL SOUTH WEST 
(LONG ASHTON)
0117 902 8925 
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With summer here, the 
South Glos Show is 
just around the corner 
promising another 

weekend packed with family fun. 
The Show, which returns on Sat 
5 and Sun 6 Aug, is expected to 
be bigger and better even than 
last year, where 27,000 visitors 
flocked through the gates.

Located at the South Glos 
Showground, Westerleigh, the 
much-loved Country Fair is perfect for the family and all animal lov-
ers, featuring heavy horses, fal-
conry and highlights such as the 
‘Dog and Duck Show’. In addition to these ‘ani-mazing’ attractions, expect further ‘baa-rilliant’ fun 
with The Sheep Show, sponsored by JD Pipes, which offers an enter-taining and educational insight 
to the day-to-day life of a sheep 
farmer and his wonderful, woolly workmates. 

For more friends of the farm, 
the Gregor Heating Main Arena, 
hosted by BBC Radio Bristol, holds its first ever Ham National in 
which five-little piggies take to the stage to race for first place. These pigs are owned by the same team who made an appearance in 2015 with Joseph’s Amazing Camels, so you’re guaranteed a great specta-cle enhanced by this year’s special guest comedian Joel Dommett, 

who provides his own commen-
tary on the race. This event is in 
aid of the Show’s 2017 nominated charity, Meningitis Now, so get 
along and demonstrate your sup-
port.

Another new addition in 2017 is the Rockwood Dog Display, which leaps into the Gregor Heating 
Main Arena. These talented furry friends will definitely get this 
year’s visitors’ paws patting as 

they perform with obedi-
ence and agility, demonstrating 
their skills and courage.

Calling all thrill seekers! Steve 
‘Showtime’ Colley, three times 
British Solo Trials Champion, 
enters the Main Arena with 
startling stunts and tremendous 
tricks  in the Enterprise Car Club 
Motorbike Show. And if that’s 
not enough to get those engines 
going, the Motor Zone at this 
year’s Show will once again show-case the most iconic cars from the last 70 years. With more motor 
madness than ever this year, this is definitely not to be missed. 

Children (and parents too of 
course) will especially love the 
Banana Brain Fun Show, which 
returns with a traditional Punch 
and Judy Show alongside some 
circus skills that will keep every-
one laughing all weekend. 

There’s pedal power with Matti Hemmings in the Sprint Print 
BMX Arena, who returns with 
more show-stopping stunts than 

ever before. Matti and his friends perform throughout the weekend and get the crowds involved in a 
‘wheelie’ wicked workshop. If you prefer to keep your two wheels 
on the ground, why not enjoy the Show’s ‘Cycle to’ scheme? The 
Showground sits just off the Avon Cycleway, so make the most of the summer sun-
shine and get 
there by bicycle!

Meanwhile, 
the BMX Arena 
sees a new act, 
the profes-
sional football 
freestyler 
Steve Gray, 
showcase an 
array of unique 
tricks. For all 
you football 
fanatics Steve 
shares his soc-
cer secrets to 
inspire and 
teach the next 

generation of football freestylers. 
Last but definitely not least, 

over 300 exhibitors offer every-
thing from delicious delights in 
the Festival of Food to fabulous 
fine jewellery in the Craft Marquee throughout the weekend. There’s sure to be something to satisfy 
everyone’s retail therapy needs. 
Then, after you’re all shopped out, enjoy some TLC within the Health and Wellbeing area.

This year’s event is a must for 
the family this summer, whether 
you are visiting the Show to enjoy the farming attractions, the 
magnificent music or a beverage from Bath Ales, the organisers 
guarantee there is something for the whole family at the South Glos Show 2017. 

SAVE  on your tickets this year 
and buy them in advance. Get your presale tickets, available at 2016 
gate prices by visiting the website!

Ffi: South Glos Show 
W: www.southglosshowco.uk to 
get yours!

It’s back! The South Gloucestershire Show returns this August for a weekend filled with more family fun.

PRIMARY TIMES

South Glos 
gets bigger and better

The South Gloucestershire 
ShowWesterleigh Showground, 

South Gloucestershire
Sat 5-Sun 6 Aug
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Julia Donaldson, Cressida 
Cowell, Liz Pichon and 
Jacqueline Wilson … most 
children who’ve read a 

book in the last five years will have enjoyed the creations of some or all of these authors, ranging from ‘The Gruffalo’ and  ‘Tom Gates’ 
to ‘Tracy Beaker’.  And these are 
just a handful of the names visit-
ing Bath this autumn, when Bath 
Children’s Literature Festival turns the city into a story telling para-
dise with a plethora of authors, 
illustrators, comedy heroes, celeb-rities, radio stars and fantastic 
storytellers. 

Michael Rosen, Francesca 
Simon, Chris Riddell, Harry Hill, 
Ade Edmonson and David Baddiel will be appearing at the festival, 
not to mention national treasure Miranda Hart who launches her 
first children’s book ‘The Girl with the Lost Smile’.

According to the founders and artistic directors of the festival, 
John and Gill McLay, “Our mission is to put fun and laughter first: 

it’s a chance for children, young 
people and adults to meet the 
creators of their literary heroes, see illustrations come to life and fuel their imaginations.” 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
The introduction of a new picture 
book by Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler called ‘The Ugly Five’. 
A jam packed interactive event 
with Liz Pichon, drawing and 
doodling plus a live performance from Tom’s favourite band 
Dude3.
Nadiya Hussain, winner of the Great British Bake Off, who shares favou-
rite recipes and stories from her 
new cookbook for families, ‘Nadiya’s Bake Me a Festive Story’.
The multi-talented former 
Children’s Laureate, Chris 
Riddell, introduces his final book in the Goth Girl series, ‘Goth Girl and the Sinister Symphony’.
Much-loved actor, comedian and 
author, Ade Edmondson, talks about his love of books and what inspired him to become a writer, including 
excerpts from his latest book ‘Tilly and the Time Machine’.
Acclaimed comedian and TV 
presenter, David Baddiel, talks 
about his brilliantly funny books ‘The Parent Agency’, ‘The 
Person Controller’ and his most recent, ‘AniMalcolm’.
Well-known Horrid Henry author 
Francesca Simon and author of 
the Arthur trilogy, Kevin Crossley-
Holland, take an illuminating look 
at Norse mythology, including a 
Q&A panel for fans of Viking gods 
such as Odin, Thor and Loki. 
Much-loved comedian, T.V. pre-
senter and author, Harry Hill, 
talks about his fantastically 
funny book ‘Matt Millz’, a 12 
year old desperate to become a 
stand-up comedian.

Michael Rosen celebrates words 
of every  type - silly words, funny 
words, words you only use in your 
own family, new words, old words, 
and the very best words in the right order. Find out about his new books ‘Jelly Boots, Smelly Boots’ and 
‘Uncle Gobb and the Green Heads’ and laugh your socks off.
Award winning artist and Harry Potter illustrator Jim Kay takes part in a celebration of the 20th anniversary of the first book in 
J.K. Rowling’s series, ‘Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone’, while there’s further 
Potter magic at a separate inter-active quiz for the four Hogwarts houses, a sorting ceremony, a 
game of Quidditch and much 
more.
Also celebrating his birthday is ‘The Cat in the Hat’, who’s 60 years old 
this year, so the festival brings Dr 
Seuss’s iconic tale to life, promising mayhem and madness. There are 
stories, rhymes galore and a special appearance from the Cat in the Hat himself.
The festival’s Young Adult (YA) programme features BBC Radio 1 presenter and former fashion 
stylist, Gemma Cairney, with 
pop-culture obsessive author 

Amy Alward and author of 
‘Beautiful Broken Things’, Sara Barnard, to talk about all things teen. 
In all, there will be 120 events over 
10 days featuring the best children’s authors, incredible illustrators, 
favourite characters and literary 
masterclasses. 

Bath Children’s Literature 
Festival Fri 29 Sep to Sun 8 Oct 
#BathKidsLitFest 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Buy online at:

www.bathfestivals.org.uk

Readall about it
The UK’s most beloved children’s authors visit Bath this September as Bath Children’s Literature Festival invites them to explain why they wrote their classic stories and how you can write creatively too.  
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Bath Children’s Literature 
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Fri 29 Sep to Sun 8 Oct.
www.bathfestivals.org.uk
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Statistic Reports

Bristol School of Performing Arts
29th Mar – 5th Apr

Placement Reach Impressions
External Adverts on Mobile Devices 524 679
News Feed on Desktop 25 26
News Feed on Mobile 4103 5053
Instant Article 189 206

Right Column Adverts on Home Page 
for Desktop Computers 82 109

Totals: 4854 6073

Total Clicks to Advert 100

External Adverts 
on Mobile Devices

News Feed 
on Desktop

News Feed 
on Mobile

Instant Article

Right Column Advert 
on Home Page for 
Desktop Computer

Stagecoach West
14th – 21st May

Placement Reach Frequency Impressions

News Feed on Desktop 
Computers 16 1.10 24

News Feed on Mobile Devices 1324 1.50 2001
External Adverts on Mobile 
Devices 5700 1.51 10967

Right Column Adverts on Home 
Page for Desktop Computers 5724 1.82 17503

Total Reach: 12732 Total 
Impressions: 30838

Total Number of Clicks: 282 Click through 
rate: 0.91%

News Feed 
on Desktop

News Feed 
on Mobile

External Adverts 
on Mobile Devices

Right Column Advert 
on Home Page for 
Desktop Computer

Primary Times has proved to be 
a fantastic outlet for Brunel’s SS 
Great Britain to speak to the hugely 
important regional, family audience 
at a time which is relevant and useful; 
making sure that our seasonal 
campaigns and events get into the 
right hands at the right time.

Dominic Rowe
Brunel’s SS Great Britain



Trinity Mirror South West

Dimensions

FULL PAGE
193x270mm or 216 x 

303 (with bleed) No crop 
marks or colour bars when 

submitting copy, thanks.

HALF PAGE 
HORIZONTAL

193x133mm

HALF PAGE 
VERTICAL

94x270mm

QUARTER PAGE 
133x94mm

8TH PAGE 
HORIZONTAL

94x60mm

BOX HORIZONTAL
47x30mm

16TH PAGE 
PORTRAIT

47x60mm

Feb Half Term 2018 15th Jan 29th Jan 9th Feb - 23rd Mar

Easter 2018 26th Feb 12th March 23rd Mar - 25th May

May Half Term 2018 30th April 14th May 25th May - 20th June

Summer 2018 25th June 9th July 20th July - 2nd Sept

September 2018 20th Aug 3rd Sept 3rd Sept - 26th Oct

October 2018 1st Oct 15th Oct 26th Oct - 21st Dec

Christmas 2018 12th Nov 26th Nov 21st Dec - 15 Feb 2019

Edition
Advertising 
Deadline 

(Mon)
Distribution

Starts
Publishing 

Dates

Deadlines

Front Cover £1950 £1680 £1600

Outside Back £1800 £1550 £1470

Inside Front £1700 £1465 £1390

Inside Back £1700 £1465 £1390

Full Page £1650 £1425 £1350

Half Page £1040 £905 £865

Quarter Page £645 £570 £545

Eight Page £260 £220 £205

Sixteenth Page £135 £115 £100

Box £70 £60 £55

Rates 1 Issue
3 Issues (15%)

(price per issue)
6/7 Issues (20%)

(price per issue)

All quarter page sizes and above include either a Facebook or digital campaign within the cost. 
Leaflet distribution service available from £35 per 1000 All rates are exclusive of VAT

in Avon



Trinity Mirror South West

Contact Us

Guaranteed position, ie; solus on a page or facing specific editorial, 10% extra.
For the same rate we can design your ad and scan any pictures supplied. Once an ad is set only ONE AMENDMENT can be made. THERE WILL BE A CHARGE OF £10 FOR SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS. All rates exclude VAT. Please note: pre-payment is 
required for all new advertisers. Series discounts apply only on a receipt of signed contract. Patterns of insertion can be built to suit any specific campaign requirements. Failure to complete a series will result in a surcharge being imposed on the ads 
published Cancellation date Only written cancellations are accepted with notice of 10 days prior to publication and 15 days for covers. Our prices assume that camera ready copy will be supplied. Supplied artwork is required as either a high resolution PDF, 
jpeg or Tiff file. 300dpi for colour, 200dpi for mono. This includes images supplied for ads set by us. We do not use the following applications and cannot open these types of document: Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Pagemaker and CorelDraw. Responsibility 
cannot be accepted for copy taken by phone (see copy dates). If you require help with setting your ad please ask for details.

PRIMARY TIMES 2ND FLOOR, TRINITY MIRROR SOUTH WEST, TEMPLE WAY, BRISTOL BS2 0BY

Caroline Stretton - Sales
0117 934 3737   |    caroline.stretton@localworld.co.uk

Mike Gartside - Editiorial
0117 934 3742   |    mike.gartside@localworld.co.uk


